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FREE PRINT OFFER! 


Prepay for your print by Sept. 2, 
2003 and receive a FREE 
Signed and Numbered Art Print 
of the artist’s sketch shown. at 
left OR 10% off. your order! 


Preliminary pencil sketch for the artist's painting, 


SEPTEMBER) 2; 1985 — ANHENS SGA, 

For its 1985 season opener, the Alabama 
Crimson. Tide» was pitted against .the Georgia 
Bulldogs before a raucous crowd in Athens and in 
front of a national television audience. ,Badly bit- 
ten by the Dogs, im ‘their 1984 season meeting, 
Bama had.since been nursing a grudge and would 
not be.denied) “payback.” ~ Notables such as 
Cornelius Bennett, Bobby Humphrey, Greg 
Richardson, Van, Tiffin, Albert Bell and Mike Shula 
led the Tide's attack, With the help of these play- 
ers’ outstanding performances, Bama kept: the 
Bulldogs in check. for almost the entire game. 
However, with only a minute left in. the game and 
a 13-9 lead, Bama’s Chris Mohr had his punt 
blocked by a defender and Calvin Ruff recovered 
the football in the end zone for a Georgia touch- 
down, With the extra point added, Georgia had 
taken the upper hand and a 16-13 lead. 

Nonetheless, Quarterback Mike Shula was 
not the least bit ratthed—as he was no novice 
when it came to mounting comebacks. In fact, it 
was in Bama’s final game of the 1984 season that 
Shula had Jed his team in a dramatic comeback to 
beat Auburn 17-15. In another few months, he 
would repeat the last-minute feat against Auburn 
to set.up Van Tiffin’s famous 52-yard field goal. 


With only 50 ticks remaining on the’ game clock, 
Shula mounted a-71-yard drive, hitting four out of 
five passes—his last toss being an 18-yard touch- 
down strike over the middle to Albert: Bell. With 
Tiffin’s extra point, the Tide triumphed in’a 20-16 
victory over the Bulldogs. 


SUMMER, 2003 — TUSCALOOSA ALA, 

The quarterback has come back to his alma 
mater, and is once again leading his football team 
— this time in the role of Head Coach» He: is tak- 
ing on the challenge of leading the Alabama pro- 
gram to perhaps its greatest comeback ever. In 
The Comeback, a striking original oil painting to 
be published as fine art limited edition prints, 
Daniel A. Moore portrays the quiet. confidence, 
faith and optimism of this player, this man... Our 
coach. 


© Regular Edition: $175. Signed and 
numbered by Artist Daniel A. Moore. 

© Artist's. Proofs: $450.. Signed: and. num- 
bered. by Artist Daniel A. Moore. 

© Custom. Priming: $225, 


A deposit of 50% is required at the time,of ordering your print 
Applicable taxes and/or shipping charges will be added to the prices shown above. 


EXPIRES SEPT. 30. 2003 — CALL NOW: 1-800-735-2787 
@ NEW LIFE ART. INC. 


3600 Lornaridge Dr., Birmingham, AL 35216 » 205-979-2158 
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in Tuscaloosa, Mike Shula has been on the job 

less than three months, but he's already put his 

stamp on Crimson Tide football. See Page 6. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


Football Update: 

Season Can’t Get Here Soon Enough 6 
Under extraordinary circumstances, Alabama [aces a 2003 football season that is just around the cor- 
ner. And considering all the off-the-field developments, most are anxious for the games to begin. New 
Coach Mike Shula and his staff have been busy, as have Crimson Tide players. by J.E. Lisby 


Future Football Schedules: 

Alabama Delaying Penn State Series 9 
One major consequence of NCAA sanctions preventing Alabama from bow] competition for two years 
is that Alabama does not receive bowl compensation as a member of the Southeastern Conference. To 


make up part of the lost revenue, Bama is delaying a home-and-home [football series with Penn State. 
by Kirk McNair 


On The Legal Front: 
Tide Followers Watch Court Battles 10 


It may seem comical, but suits by former Tide Head Coach Mike Price against The University and 
Sports Illustrated and a suit by former Bama assistants against a laundry list of culprits, including the 


NCAA, are serious business. by Kirk McNair 
Zach Fletcher: 
He Could Be In For Much Attention 12 


Alabama football player Zach Fletcher doesn't fit the mold of high-profile athlete. He's quiet and unas- 
suming and would prefer not to have attention. But as Bama’s primary deep threat receiver, he'll proba- 


bly draw plenty of attention from Crimson Tide opponents. by Drew Champlin 
Charles Jones: 
Sticking To It Pays Big Dividends 14 


When Charles Jones was a redshirt freshman at Alabama, he wanted to transfer to another school to 
play football. He called his mother and she told him to stay at Bama and keep working hard. The result 


is that Jones is now one of the top players in the SEC. by Steve Wilson 
On The Mend: 
Off-Season Provides Healing Time 16 


A handful of Alabama football players have been injured or ill over the past year or so, These players, 
many of them critical to 2003 success, are well on the road to recovery in most cases. —_ by J.E. Lisby 


Staff Signees: 
Shula Gets Contract Signed Quickly 20 


In contrast to predecessors Dennis Franchione and Mike Price, new Tide Football Coach Mike Shula 
had no problem in quickly signing a six-year contract. Alabama also got Gymnastics Coach Sarah 
Patterson signed to an extension. by Kirk McNair 


Football Recruiting: 

Summertime Is Not Slack Time 23 
Alabama's coaches have been busy on the recruiting front this summer, signing a couple of new players, 
making plans in case there has to be some replacement work in December, and identifying prospects 
for the February signing period. by Freddie Kirby 


Recruiting On Other Fronts: 

Basketball Gets A Quick Start 26 
Several Tide sports were able to add performers in the spring signing period, but the real news was in 
men’s basketball recruiting where Coach Mark Gottfried’s team has some impressive early commitments 
and some unfortunate “losses.” by Kirk McNair 
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Football ll Update: — 
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by J.E. Lisby 


Tide staff, players have 
worked hard to be ready 


at Alabama, Given what the Crim-son 

Tide program has been forced to endure 
recently (notably having three head football 
coaches in the space of seven months), the ad- 
vent of the season is anticipated more eagerly 
than usual. Thankfully, the 2003 season looms 
large. 

Almost forgotten amid all the controversy, 
last year’s Bama squad was very good. 
Prohibited from post-season play due to 
NCAA sanctions, the team nevertheless en- 
dured a very difficult schedule with a 10-3 
mark, that included a 6-2 Southeastern 
Conterence record that was best among 
Western Division teams. Fickle and faithless 
coaches aside, what last year’s athletes accom- 
plished should not be forgotten. And the re- 
turning players are determined to build on 
that success. 

The assistants are not allowed to coach them 
during the summer months, but that doesn't 
mean the players haven't been working hard. 
Since the start of first summer term, virtually 
all scholarshipped players have been on cam- 
pus, lifting weights and running under the 
blistering sun, preparing for the season. It's a 
truism in college football that winning teams 
are built in the summer, not fall. And under 
the direction of Head Strength and 
Conditioning Coach Ben Pollard and his staff, 
that work never missed a beat. Even during 
June's interim term, when most athletes 
around the country are doing their running at 
the beach, almost half of Bama’s scholar- 
shipped players (including several seniors) 
stayed in Tuscaloosa, 

Freed now from what he saw as sometimes 
arbitrary mandates handed down by last year's 
head coach, Pollard has focused on building 
foothall players rather than weight lifters. 
Under Dennis Franchione every player was re- 
quired to make gains in each of four separate 
lifts every single year, regardless of position or 
strength level, Coach Pollard reports that hes 
now able to develop individualized workout 
routines, targeted at each athlete's particular 
needs, Running has also been a high priority. 
New Head Coach Mike Shula said from the 
first that every team he had been around was 
noted for its conditioning. This squad has 
been working hard to deliver on that goal. 

The first two games of Alabama's 2003 foot- 
ball season will be broadcast nationally on 
ESPN. Alabama's season opening game with 
South Florida on August 30 will kickoff at 2 


Fes season is always a welcomed time 
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2003 Alabama Football Schedule 


Date Opponent 
August 30. South Florida 
September 6 = Oklahoma 
September 13. Kentucky 
September 20 Northern Illinois 
September 27. Arkansas 
October4 Georgia 
October 11 
October 18 Mississippi 
October 25. Tennessee 
November 6 or 8 Mississippi State 
November 15 LSU 
November 22. Auburn 
November 29 Hawaii 


The Oklahoma contest, scheduled for 
September 6 from Bryant-Denny Stadium in 
Tuscaloosa, will kickoff at 6:45 p.m. (CDT). 


Ts 105-man early reporting roster will 
report on August 4 for an evening team 
meal. In a change from previous years, 
the incoming freshmen will arrive with the rest 
of the squad. In the past newcomers checked 
in a few days early, to get acclimated and bene- 
fit from individual attention before the upper- 
classmen flooded the field. But in its “infinite 
wisdom” the NCAA has nixed that good idea. 

Fall practice begins on Tuesday, August 5. 
Again according to NCAA fiat, the first four 
sessions will be in shorts and helmets. 
Saturday, August 9, marks the first full-pad 
practice. The following day (Sunday, August 
10) will be the first two-a-day session, Another 
new NCAA rule prohibits double sessions on 
consecutive days, so August 10-19, the squad 
will alternate with first double- and then sin- 
gle-session workouts, One final two-a-day ses- 
sion is scheduled on Saturday, August 23, but 
with the start of school on August 20 only one 
practice per day will occur otherwise. 

In a change from recent years, Shula is ex- 
pected to close all practices during fall camp to 
visitors. Only players, coaches and staff mem- 
bers can attend. In a letter to former players, 
Shula explained the move as being “in the best 
interests of the program.” The policy will 
apply to booster club members, former play- 
ers, fans and player relatives. and will also in- 
clude banning the media. Voluntary summer 
pass skeleton sessions, which used to be open 
to essentially anyone who walked by, were 
locked down in July: 

Shula believes the move will provide an ad- 
vantage in early games. Since he and his offen- 
sive staff are new, South Florida and Oklahoma 
can have no way of knowing what schemes to 
game plan for. When the idea was first 
broached it was believed the plan was to open 
things up a bit after the second game. Recent 
indications are that probably won't happen. 

The Tide is expected to have just under 80 
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Southern Miss (Homecoming) 


Site Series Record 
Birmingham First Meeting 
Tuscaloosa Even, 1-1-1 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 31-2-1 
Tuscaloosa First Meeting 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 9-4-0 
Athens Alabama leads, 35-23-4 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 31-6-2 
Oxford Alabama leads, 40-8-2 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 43-35-7 
Starkville Alabama leads, 69-15-3 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 43-18-5 
Auburn Alabama leads, 38-28-1 
Honolulu Alabama leads, 1-0-0 


players on scholarship 

that 27 or so “invited” walk-ons will fill out 
the early-reporting roster. When classes begin 
on August 20, the squad will expand to a tar- 
get number of 125. Due to Title LX pressures, 
Alabama is cutting back somewhat on the 
number of football walk-ons. But there will 
still be room for almost 50 on the team, 


en Mike Shula was brought on 
board to replace the fired Mike 
Price, he decided to retain Bama’s 


entire defensive staff. Led by coordinator Joe 
Kines, who worked with Shula both at 
Alabama and in the NFL, the defensive coach- 
es are a talented group. In addition to his coor- 
dinating duties, Kines will also coach lineback- 
ers; Buddy Wyatt will handle defensive tackles; 
Paul Randolph will coach defensive ends; and 
Chris Ball will be responsible for the Tide sec- 
ondary. 

Shula has an extensive background on of- 
fense, and he quickly moved to hire former 
Tulsa Head Coach Dave Rader. An assistant at 
Alabama while Shula was quarterback, Rader 
will coordinate the Tide offense and coach 
quarterbacks. Sparky Woods will tutor the 
running backs; former Alabama assistant 
Charlie Harbison will coach wide receivers; 
Bobby Connelly will handle the offensive line; 
and Dave Ungerer will coach tight ends and 
coordinate Alabama special teams. 

“The staff is very supportive and willing to 
go the extra mile to bring this program back to 
national prominence,” Shula said. “I've found 
this group has a real sense of understanding 
and focus. We will not let any obstacle stand in 
our way during the initial period of adjust- 
ment.” 

Coming on board after spring practice, the 
pressure was on Shula, and particularly the of- 
fensive coaches, to hit the ground running. 
With most of his assistants on the road recruit- 
ing for most of May, Shula and Rader worked 
long hours putting together an offense. In de- 
veloping their playbook they had three princi- 
pal goals: to utilize their own philosophy of 
sound football, to tailor the offense to the tal- 
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ents of athletes on hand, and when possible to 
incorporate terminology from spring and 
make the transition for the players somewhat 
easier. Vacations were cut short, and the plan- 
ning work is done. Shula and the entire staff 
spent a week in late July on retreat, going over 
goals and making certain everyone was on the 
same page. 

Interestingly, no one can claim Bama got its 
coaches on the cheap. Shula himself signed a 
six-year contract for approximately $900,000 a 
year, not including incentives. And at a total of 
$1.31 million per year, Tide assistants are the 
highest paid in the SEC, The top salaried assis- 
tant in the conference makes $205,000. By 
comparison both Bama coordinators will take 
home $200,000 per year. No Tide assistant 
makes less that $120,000. 

The generous salaries are intended to keep 
the staff together for the near future, which is 
considered critical to the program, High- 
priced coaches will also equate to high expec- 
tations, but that’s hardly new at Alabama, 
Delying expectations, last year’s team finished 
the season ranked number 11 by the 
Associated Press. Mainly because of off-the- 
field problems, the 2002 squad started off un- 
derrated. And the same is true this year as 
well. Questions about how the players will 
handle the numerous upheavals and the new 
staff kept the Tide off most early polls, well 
down on those ratings including Alabama. 


nce again, Alabama will have a tough 
oad to hoe during the season. Last 
year’s schedule was ranked among, the 
most difficult in college football, and Bama’s 
2003 slate has been judged the nation’s tough- 
est. The Tide’ foes include pre-season Top 10 
contenders Oklahoma, Auburn and Georgia. 
Tennessee and LSU are Top 25 caliber. 
Additionally, South Florida, Northern Illinois, 
Southern Miss and Hawaii are rated good bets 
to win their respective conferences. SEC oppo- 
nents Arkansas and Ole Miss are both poised 
to make a run at the Western Division. That 
only leaves Kentucky and Mississippi State, 
and even the Wildcats finished 7-5 last season. 
In the SEC office, former commissioner Roy 
Kramer may be finally gone, but his influence 
on the SEC schedule lingers. Once again Tide 
foes enjoy an amazing collective “coincidence” 
in regard to scheduling. Four tough SEC op- 
ponents (Georgia, Tennessee, Mississippi State 
and LSU) are off the week prior to playing 
Alabama, and Kentucky, Arkansas and Ole 
Miss might as well be. The week before they 
play the Tide, the Wildcats, Razorbacks and 
Rebels “compete” against the likes of Murray 
State, North Texas and Arkansas State, respec- 
tively. Only Auburn (vs. Georgia) faces a tough 
opponent the week before playing the Tide. 
Alabama does start the year off at “home” at 
Legion Field, before playing four straight 
home games in the friendly confines of Bryant- 
Denny Stadium, An October 4 trip to Athens 
to take on the Georgia Bulldogs will be Bama’s 
first road trip. It hasn't been officially an- 
nounced yet, but the Tide is expected to play 
one Thursday night game this year. Mississippi 
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State has been approached by ESPN about 
moving its November 8 home game to the pre- 
vious Thursday, and the Bulldogs are expected 
to agree. Both Alabama and MSU are off the 
previous week, minimizing preparation prob- 
lems for the two teams. 


emarkably Alabama was able to avoid 

any transfer problems last year. Its two- 

ear bowl ban meant that juniors and 
seniors on that team could transfer without 
penalty, and the same rule applies to this year’s 
seniors. No players in that category left, but 
two underclassmen did leave Alabama this 
summer. Offensive lineman Grant Dickey of 
Tyler, Texas plans to follow Dennis Franchione 
to Texas A&M, while tailback Nic Luke (in 
search of playing time) will transfer to 


Tuskegee. Not wanting to reward duplicity, 
Alabama will not grant Dickey his release, 
which means he can still transfer but will have 
to pay his own way the first year. Luke's status 
is unclear. Former walk-on deep snapper 
Boone Stutz, another Texas native, also left the 
team. 

There are several other players who might 
have been tempted by Franchione to leave, in- 
cluding Texas natives Shaud Williams, Charlie 
Peprah, J.B. Closner, Derrick Pope and 
Oklahoman Mark Anderson. But all remain 
firmly in the Tide camp. 

Senior linebacker Brooks Daniels gave seri- 
ous consideration to declaring early for the 
NFL draft, but ultimately he decided to return 
for his final season. 

Alabama is allowed to bring in 18 new play- 
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ers on scholarship this fall. During the winter 


signing period, the Tide signed 18. Since that 

time one recruit (Cliff Davis) has opted to play Fo r Al i Yo Li r U A 
pro baseball and two others will almost cer- 

tainly begin their careers in junior college. Two am 

other 2003 signees are on the qualifying bub- SO Li ve n i rr fis eed S | 
ble. Alabama added defensive end Wallace = 
Gilberry and safety Eric Johnson as signees in 
July, and both will report with the full squad in 


August. If 18 qualified players don’t report in 
the fall, the Tide coaches plan to fill their 2003 
quota by signing mid-term junior college ath- 
letes in December, back-counting them against Bi 


this year’s numbers. 
Ground has been broken and work is now 1 = 8 0 0 = 7 5 5 = BAMA 


underway on the long-anticipated addition to 
the Football Complex. Highlighted by a 


sparkling modern weight room, when com- 

pleted the annex and renovations will trans- 

form the existing structure into a state-of-the- | 

art facility second to none in college football. | 
a 


The renovation of Bryant Hall into an academ- EEE —EEEEEEEOEEeEeeeese 
ic support center also began in July. “Coming Ke oO oO ene e STO R = e {| Ni Cc 
to work every day and looking out the win- e 


dow. we can see constant progress on our 


building project,” Shula said. “We look for- > : 

ward to the completion of all our new facili- ] O ] 5 Univers ity Blvd 

ties, (including) the expanded 22,000 square | 
foot weight room and a state-of-the-art locker Tuscaloosa, AL 


room.” O “lle S; ° 
Shula concluded, “It's an exciting time to be (7 2 Cr“ 
here at The Capstone.” Is it ever. 


UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA FOOTBALL MEMORABILIA 


Highest prices paid for your old programs, media guides, autographs, game used equipment, photos, newspaper clippings, 
jewelry, etc. 1am a collector, not a dealer, so 1 don’t have to mark up your memorabilia for re-sale. 1 can pay you the true value, 
not the wholesale price. If you have any of the items listed below and if you would like to sell, please contact me. 


DAYTIME TELEPHONE: (901) 759-1877 * EVENING TELEPHONE: (901) 832-7974 ® FAX: (901) 759-1852 


GAME PROGRAMS MEDIA GUIDES BOWL MEDIA GUIDES 

1971 Florida 1995 Season 1943 Orange Bowl (Boston College) 
1970 VPI 1954 Season 1945 Sugar Bowl (Duke) 

1967 Vanderbilt 1953 Season 1946 Rose Bowl (Southern Cal) 
1965 Vanderbilt 1952 Season 1948 Sugar Bowl (Texas) 

1961 Tulane 1951 Season 1953 Orange Bowl (Syracuse) 
1959 Houston, Memphis State 1950 Season 1954 Cotton Bowl (Rice) 

1958 Mississippi State, Memphis State, LSU 1949 Season 1959 Liberty Bowl (Penn State) 
1957 Tulane 1948 Season 1960 Bluebonnet Bowl (Texas) 
1954 Auburn 1947 Season 1962 Sugar Bowl (Arkansas) 
1952 LSU 1946 Season 1963 Orange Bowl (Oklahoma) 
1951 Mississippi Southern 1945 Season 1969 Liberty Bowl (Colorado) 
1945 Keesler Air Base 

1941 Mississippi State 

1940 Mercer, Tennessee, Vanderbilt 


Any Tennessee vs. Alabama Program from 1928-45 
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Alabama Delaying P 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide blames loss of SEC 
bowl revenue for moving 
Penn State series back 


ever doubt that the almighty dollar 
Nie prominently in Alabama's 

decision to delay its upcoming foot- 
ball series with Penn State. And because of 
that, there was no “buyout” or other penalty 
payment. The two superpowers, who played 
one of the most interesting non-conference 
series in college football history from 1981 
through 1990, will meet again if everything 
goes as planned. 

Alabama was to go to State College in 
2004 and have a return game in Tuscaloosa 
against the Nittany Lions in 2005, Instead, 
Bama and Penn State will play those games 
in the next period when back-to-back 12- 
game regular seasons can be arranged, in 
2013 and 2014. 

Alabama has replaced Penn State with 
Utah State, which is about like replacing 
Elliott Ness with Barney Fife. But Utah State 
agreed to come to Tuscaloosa for back-to- 
back seasons, and the additional revenue to 
Bama is very important. Athletics Director 
Mal Moore said that Alabama needed to 
have seven home games in both 2004 and 
2005 to make up for the “substantial loss of 
revenue the next couple of years and it is 
beneficial for us to play another home game 
in 2004.” 

The loss of revenue is because of NCAA 
sanctions that prevented Alabama from 
playing in a bow! game last year and will 
keep the Tide home again this year. In addi- 
tion to the payment made to a bowl team, 
Southeastern Conference teams divide con- 
siderable revenue from the heavy participa- 
tion of SEC teams in bowl games. The loss 
is expected to be about $3 million, 

Additionally, Alabama is expected to be in 
the midst of an expansion of Bryant-Denny 
Stadium in 2005 and projections have it 
that Bama will lose as many as 8,000 seats 
that year. When Penn State returns on 
September 13, 2014, Bryant-Denny Stadium 
will seat over 90,000. (The 2013 game in 
State College will be on September 1+.) 

Although no one is likely to admit that 
schedule difficulty was a factor, the change 
from Utah State to Penn State comes at a 
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enn State Series 


2004 Alabama Football Schedule 


Date 
September + 
September 11 
September 18 
September 25 
October 2 
October 9 
October 16 
October 23 Tennessee 
November 6 Mississippi State 
November 13 LSU 
November 20 Auburn 


Opponent 

Utah State 
Mississippi 
Western Carolina 
Arkansas 

South Carolina 
Kentucky 
Southern Miss 


Site 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 

Fayetteville 
Tuscaloosa 
Lexington 
Tuscaloosa 
Knoxville 
Tuscaloosa 
Baton Rouge 
Tuscaloosa 


2005 Alabama Football Schedule 


Date 
September 3 
September 10 
September 17 
September 24 
October 1 
October 15 
October 22 
October 29 
November 5 
November 12 
November 19 Auburn 
time when there are predictions of a drop in 
Alabama's strength as scholarship reduc- 
tions over the past few seasons begin to bite 
deep. With teams having to win six games 
in order to be bowl eligible, Utah State 
would appear to offer an advantage over 
Penn State. Bama has an 8-5 advantage in 
games against Penn State. Alabama has 
never played against the Utah State Aggies. 

Alabama will open the 2004 season host- 
ing Utah State in Tuscaloosa. The other non- 
conference games on Bama’s schedule next 
season are also lackluster, Western Carolina 
and Southern Miss. In 2005 Alabama's non- 
conference opponents are Middle Tennessee, 
Southern Miss and Utah State. 

Football fans appreciate the big games, 
and it is unfortunate that Alabama has lost 
two series against top quality opponents. A 
few years ago it was announced that 
Alabama's future schedules included home- 
and-away series against UCLA (played in 
2000 and 2001), Oklahoma (last year and 
this season), and against Penn State and 
Notre Dame (in 2006 and 2007). Earlier it 
was announced that the Notre Dame series 
would not take place, and while both 
schools have indicated an interest in finding 
future dates to play, there has been no an- 
nouncement of a future Alabama-Notre 
Dame series. 

SEC teams play eight conference games, 
four home and four away. Most schools be- 
lieve they have to have all three of the other 


Opponent 


Southern Miss 
South Carolina 
Arkansas 
Florida 
Mississippi 
Tennessee 

Utah State 
Mississippi State 
LSU 
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Middle Tennessee 


Site 

Birmingham 

Tuscaloosa 

Columbia 

Tuscaloosa 

Tuscaloosa 

Oxford 

Tuscaloosa 

Tuscaloosa 

Starkville 

Tuscaloosa 

Auburn 
games as home games in order to make 
enough money to support their athletics 
programs. That means, of course, low quali- 
ty opponents since a premier college team is 
not going to play only an away game against 

another premier team. 

Alabama will be able to play 12 games in 
2008 as well, but 2009 does not fit the crite- 
ria for a 12th regular season game. That cri- 
teria is the calendar having five Saturdays in 
August, although there is sentiment among 
major college athletics directors to make the 
12th game permanent, 

Tulane is expected to replace Notre Dame 
on the schedule in 2006 and 2007 and 
could also be the 12th 2008 opponent. 
Some would suggest that if Alabama is able 
to play seven home games in 2008, that the 
Tide could afford a decent home-and-away 
opponent in 2009-2010. There are some 
athletics directors who like the big games. 
Bob Bockrath, the former Bama AD who 
scheduled UCLA, Oklahoma and Penn State 
and was working on the Notre Dame agree- 
ment, likes big games, 

However, most athletics directors at elite 
schools see such series as throwing away $1 
million or more, the approximate loss when 
an Alabama-type team gives up a home date 
to play on the road. (Television revenue is 
not a factor in such games since the visiting 
team does not share in that revenue.) It 
would be sale to put current Bama Athletics 
Director Mal Moore into this category. 


by Kirk McNair 


Former coaches suing 
NCAA, University, and 
Sports Illustrated 


spotted wearing one of those little 

black bowlers like English barristers 
and Peanuts cartoon character Snoopy as a 
lawyer are depicted as wearing. But nothing 
would be a surprise in recent Crimson Tide 
football coverage. 

Former Alabama Head Coach Mike Price, 
fired following an April frolic, has put to- 
gether a nice pair: two $20 million suits, 
one against Sports Illustrated magazine and 
one against The University of Alabama. 
Meanwhile, the $60 million suit filed by 
Ronnie Cottrell against the NCAA and as- 
sorted others involved in the NCAA case 
and sanctions against Alabama seems to be 
ona fast track. 

There is no doubt that Price believes he 
has a good case and he has gone public with 
a defense of the actions that led to his firing 
by The University and to an unlikely Sports 
Illustrated story alleging sordid details of 
Price's activity in Pensacola. Price vs. Sports 
Illustrated is of no consequence to The 
University. Everything he has done since 
May 3 has been as the ex-coach of Alabama, 
and the magazine article was published after 
his firing. 

(It will be interesting to see if a jury 
thinks that the editors of the magazine 
should have had any reason to doubt the ve- 
racity of the sources of the Price story.) 

In an ESPN interview, Price said the only 
thing the magazine had correct in its story 
was his name. But he also admitted that he 
had too much to drink, that he went to a 
topless bar, that he was accompanied to his 
hotel room by a woman he did not know, 
that he awoke the next morning fully 
dressed (including glasses) with the woman 
still in his room, and that he left her there 
to make his lee time in the celebrity golf 
event he was in Pensacola for. (Golfers will 
understand that last part.) 

There also appears to be no doubt that the 
woman in the room charged about $1,000 
in food and drink to the room. Price said he 
paid that bill with personal funds. 

Price has not denied that he made an 
error, but he does not believe it rose to a fir- 
ing offense. 

Alabama President Dr. Robert Witt made 
the observation earlier that he did not fire 
Mike Price for any reason other than what 


S o far no Alabama sportswriter has been 
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Price personally told Witt. And while the 
four count lawsuit filed in Federal court al- 
leges breach of contract, Price never signed 
the seven-year, $10 million contract offered 
by The University. The suit also claims Price 
was denied due process and that his civil 
rights were violated and alleges wrongful 
termination, fraud, misrepresentation, and 
deceit. 

Price, who was paid some $430,000 while 
working without a contract from December 
until his firing, is seeking $10 million in 
compensatory damages and $10 million in 
punitive damages. 

In addition to the pain to his wife, Price's 
actions resulted in both his sons losing their 
jobs as assistant coaches at Alabama. 
Another assistant coach, Kasey Dunn, who 
was reportedly with Price in Pensacola, also 
lost his job. 


he Cottrell suit recently was joined by 
Ivy Williams. In addition to the 


NCAA, defendants include Infrac- 
tions Committee Chairman Thomas Yeager, 
NCAA Investigator Rich Johannegmeier, at- 
torney Rich Hilliard, freelance recruiting an- 
alyst Tom Culpepper, and two Alabama staff 
members, outgoing Faculty Chairman of 
Athletics Gene Marsh and former Associate 
Athletics Director for Compliance Marie 
Robbins. 

The case is expected to be heard in Circuit 
Court in Tuscaloosa. The NCAA has made a 
motion to dismiss the case and has also 
sought a protective order, meaning that all 
information in the case would be kept from 
the public and the media. 

Tommy Gallion of Montgomery is 
Cottrell’s lead attorney and he is assisted by 
Delaine Mountain of Tuscaloosa, Philip 
Shanks of Memphis, and Tyrone Means of 
Montgomery. 

While technically the suit has nothing to 
do with The University (other than its em- 
ployees, Marsh and Robbins), it will be 
closely watched by Crimson Tide partisans 
as Gallion has pledged to expose wrong- 
doing by the NCAA, Tennessee boosters, 
and federal law enforcement officials. 

Although some have criticized the original 
lawsuit filed by Gallion on December 21, 
2002, as “clumsy,” in a recent press confer- 
ence to announce the addition of Williams 
to the case, Gallion was organized and inter- 
esting (entertaining, even), and seemed to 
be fully informed on all facts and facets of 
the case. 

Both Cottrell and Williams claim they 
have suffered financially because of the 
NCAA case against Alabama. Although 
Williams was not sanctioned in the NCAA 
findings and Cottrell was mentioned only 
for an inconsequential violation, both have 
presented evidence that their livelihoods 
have been taken away. Cottrell has not been 


www.BamaMag.com 


able to find another job in coaching, while 
Williams is working at tiny Savannah State 
and doesn’t even own a car, 

Gallion said that Robbins had identified 
Culpepper as the so-called “secret witness” 
whose testimony was instrumental in the 
NCAA case against Alabama. The press con- 
ference included issuance of a package of 
depositions, many of which questioned the 
credibility of Culpepper. 

Gallion said that Marsh and Robbins, 
along with former Alabama President Dr. 
Andrew Sorensen (who, Gallion said, had 
been informed he would not be retained by 
The University), elected to give up Cottrell 
and Williams and Memphis booster Logan 
Young. The resulting penalties against 
Alabama were devastating and Gallion indi- 
cated The University employees “may” have 
been “double-crossed” by NCAA officials, 

Gallion also took aim at a number of 
Memphis supporters of the University of 
Tennessee, naming Roy Adams, Karl 
Schledwitz, and Arthur Kahn as having 
been complicit with NCAA officials in 
bringing a false case against Alabama. The 
Memphis connection was the cornerstone of 
the NCAA case with the allegation that for- 
mer Alabama booster Logan Young had paid 
former Memphis Trezevant Coach Lynn 
Lang in order to entice Albert Means to sign 
with Alabama. 

The Montgomery attorney characterized 
Lang as a “slave trader” who has “brokered* 
players to other colleges, including 
Kentucky, Georgia and Tennessee. Gallion 
also pointed out that there have been allega- 
tions of Williams having helped rig the tak- 
ing of the ACT for Means, but that Means 
took and passed the test as a junior before 
Williams began recruiting Means. 

Fred Godwyn, an assistant United States 
attorney in Memphis who is in charge of a 
criminal investigation, was criticized as hav- 
ing violated the admonition of privacy in a 
case by having discussed it on the record 
with a Memphis newspaper. Gallion noted 
that Godwyn would not put Lang, his chief 
witness, before a grand jury because Lang 
has told so many different stories. He also 
noted the grand jury is entering its 21st 
month with no indictments. 

Gallion characterized NCAA investigator 
Johannegmeier as unqualified. 

Gallion seemed to delight in the NCAA 
motion for a “protective order,” a motion to 
keep details of the suit from the media. 
Gallion said his team would “fight tooth 
and nail” against such a motion because 
The University of Alabama is a public uni- 
versity and public money has been spent on 
this case. Gallion noted that it would be the 
decision of a judge as to whether details will 
be kept secret. Moreover, Gallion said his 
side is still waiting for the NCAA to provide 
information under its discovery motion. 
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Zach Fletcher: 


He Could Be In For Much Attention 


by Drew Champlin 


Former junior college 
basketball player now 
Tide’s top deep threat 


ach Fletcher is a quiet young man, shy, 

but polite; the type who doesn’t at- 

tempt to bring attention to himself. 
And while that genteel quality extends even 
to the football field, where he avoids partici- 
pation in “trash talk,” if things go as expect- 
ed there will be plenty of attention on Zach 
Fletcher this fall. 

Although he would never suggest it him- 
self, Fletcher brings to mind the admonition 
of former President Theodore Roosevelt: 
“Speak softly and carry a big stick.” 

Fletcher said that instead of worrying 
about what some defensive back may be say- 
ing to him, Fletcher is attempting to focus 
on his game. His game is big play wide re- 
ceiver for the Alabama football team. 

Fletcher knows that trash talk is a part of 
athletics and he sometimes hears it. And he 
says that even if it seems personal, he doesn’t 
take it personally. It’s just a tool some players 
attempt to use. It started in basketball, 
Fletcher believes, where players are closer 
together and frequently one-on-one. “It’s 
people saying, ‘You can’t guard me,’ or ‘You 
can't get around me,’ kind of stuff,” Fletcher 
said. “And there's a lot of cussing, it seems. | 
don't think of it as anything more than a guy 
trying to intimidate his opponent. And if you 
think about it that way, it won't bother you.” 

The 6-4, 187-pound wide receiver from 
Moulton has more important things on his 
mind than word games. Fletcher is aiming to 
show the doubters this season that the 
Alabama Crimson Tide football team isn’t 
down. 

Never mind that there have been two head 
coaches since Dennis Franchione left last 
December for Texas AGM after a 10-3 record 
in 2002. Fletcher likes the position Bama is 
in. 

“There's something good about being the 
underdog,” he said. “I see this season as a 
chance to prove everyone wrong. They don’t 
know what we've got going and what we've 
been doing. Everyone on the team has been 
working hard this summer and I think we 
can be better than we were last year.” 


letcher was an underdog to even be 
Forse for Alabama, the team he grew 
up loving. Although he was a star in 
both football and basketball in his prep days 
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It took Zach Fletcher a few extra years to reach his goal of playing football at Alabama, but after he got 
his chance he showed that he can be an excellent wide receiver for the Crimson Tide. 


at Lawrence County High School, there were 
no big-time scholarship offers for him in ei- 
ther sport. 

Thinking his best chance was in basketball, 
Fletcher enrolled at Calhoun Community 
College, where he played point guard on the 
basketball team. Calhoun does not have a 
football program, and there was little likeli- 
hood Fletcher would ever play football 
again. 

Then a friend connected him to a junior 
college in California where he could play 
football. It was San Francisco City College. 
He made the long trek west and spent two 
seasons there...two undefeated seasons. 

SFCC and Zach Fletcher were a good 
match. The junior college offense was built 
around the passing game, and Fletcher 
proved to be an outstanding wide receiver. 
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He caught 64 passes for 1,244 yards, good 
for ninth on the career list at City College. 
Of those 64 receptions, 24 went for touch- 
downs. 

After his first season at SFCC in 2000, 
Fletcher had spent two years in junior col- 
lege, but at two different schools. He was 
ready to head home, in fact head for 
Alabama and a scholarship offer from 
Franchione. But a junior college athlete can- 
not transfer to Alabama until the player has 
had two full years at the same junior college. 
So Fletcher waited a year and finally signed 
with Alabama prior to the 2002 season. His 
dream of playing for the Tide had become a 
reality. 

It didn’t matter to Fletcher that, due to 
NCAA sanctions, Alabama would not be 
playing in a bowl game for each of the two 
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seasons that Fletcher would be with the 
Tide. 

“Who's to say that if | went anywhere else 
they would go to a bowl game?” he said. 


ne of the many difficult things to un- 

derstand about Alabama under 

Franchione was the use (or lack 
thereof) of wide receivers. Although Fletcher 
showed early in practice that he could be a 
deep threat, a former assistant coach for the 
Tide said, “Every time we needed a deep re- 
ceiver in the game, it seemed we had Zach 
on the bench.” As a reserve in 2002, Fletcher 
caught only seven passes but the seven re- 
ceptions went for 193 yards. All but one re- 
ception went for over 24 yards as he aver- 
aged 27,6 yards per catch. 

Fletcher admits that it was difficult to 
make the adjustment from junior college 
football pass routes and assignments to the 
Alabama offense. “It wasn’t bad,” he said. 
“Just hard.” 

Many believe the Zach Fletcher of 2003 
was previewed in the Tide’ filth game of last 
season, the 30-12 win over Arkansas. Bama’s 
final score came on a 50-yard pass from 
quarterback Brodie Croyle to Fletcher, 
Fletcher's first Crimson Tide touchdown. 

“It was breathtaking,” Fletcher said. “1 
didn't seem to know what was going on for 
two or three seconds. After | caught it | was 


shocked. It was a perfect play. We didn’t 
work it in practice that well. The timing was 
perfect. | was running a post. It wasn’t even 
planned for it to come to me but since Brodie 
Croyle likes to throw the deep ball and I like 
to run the deep ball, it all worked out per- 
fectly.” 

Fletcher continued his good work in 
spring practice under short-lived Coach 
Mike Price. The assistant coaches voted 
Fletcher winner of the “Ray Perkins Most 
Improved Wide Receiver Award.” 

In the Price offense, Fletcher was expected 
to be a primary contributor. Now that Price 
is gone and Mike Shula is on board, Fletcher 
doesn’t know what to expect. But that hasn't 
kept him from preparing. Throughout the 
summer, Fletcher was on the practice field 
with Croyle and other Tide quarterbacks, re- 
ceivers and defensive backs, honing their 
skills in voluntary pass skeleton drills. 

Fletcher said in the summer work he con- 
centrated on the short game. That includes 
the famed “going across the middle.” While 
it is often considered a threatening situation 
for a wide receiver, who is vulnerable to an 
open-field blindside strike, Fletcher doesn't 
seem concerned about the over-the-middle 
pass route. 

“If its your first time (across the middle) 
its going to be scary,” Fletcher said. “People 
talk about it like ‘Oh, don't do that, but you 
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can’t think about it. You just have to catch it. 
You're going to get hit if you catch it and 
you're going to get hit if you miss it. You may 
as well catch it.” 


don't think about a professional playing 

career. But Fletcher says it isn’t on his 
mind. He has already achieved his ultimate 
dream, which was to play for the Crimson 
Tide. 

“I've never had dreams of playing in the 
NFL, but, of course, if I get the opportunity, 
I'll take it,” Fletcher said. 

“But,” he said, “my dream was to play foot- 
ball at Alabama, to have the chance to go to 
college and earn a degree. And I'll have that 
degree.” His major is in Human Environ- 
mental Sciences with a concentration in 
Hotel and Restaurant Management. 

And for those wondering about the 
chances of the former junior college point 
guard putting in a little time with Coach 
Mark Gottfried’s Crimson Tide basketball 
team next winter, Fletcher has already ruled 
that out, 

At the spring “Night of Champions,” 
Fletcher participated in the dunk contest. It 
was the first time he had touched a basket- 
ball since playing at Calhoun. While he said 
he did “all right,” he said he realized he is 
now a football player. 


F« are the players at Alabama who 
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Charles Jones: 


Sticking To It Pays Big Dividends 


by Steve Wilson 


Tide safety has gone from 
little-used back-up to one 
of top players in SEC 


harles Jones has gone from being 

6 buried in the Alabama football depth 

chart to becoming the Tide's rock in 

the secondary, and Bama can thank Jones’ 
mother, Annette, for that. 

If not for his mother, Charles would have 

transferred from Alabama after his redshirt 
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freshman campaign, when he was far down 
the depth chart. “Every day I called my 
mom,” Jones said. Mom wasn’t sympathetic. 
“She told me to stick with it,” Jones said. 

Jones did stick with it, and now he’s gone 
from riding the pine to starring for Alabama 
at safety. Indeed, Jones may be the most un- 
derrated player in the Southeastern Confer- 
ence. 

Jones’ breakout season in 2002 was em- 
blematic of an Alabama secondary that had 
gone from maligned to a strength of the de- 
fense. Physically, he gives the Tide a big (6- 
0, 180 pounds), hard-hitting, fleet-footed 
safety with coverage skills and veteran 
smarts. Coupled with his relaxed nature, 
Jones gives the defense a performer who is 
perpetually cool under fire. 

“I think he’s got great speed and a good 
head on his shoulders,” said Chris Ball, the 
Tide secondary coach. “He's a guy who’ al- 
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ways going to show up and play hard.” 

Ball said, “He’s been through four sec- 
ondary coaches. And while some would say 
that is a minus, | would say it is a plus, be- 
cause he has been taught a lot of different 
techniques and gained a lot of experience he 
wouldn't have otherwise.” 

He also has the right demeanor. “Playing 
defensive back you've got to have a good 
strong skin because a defensive back with- 
out confidence is going to get beat, especial- 
ly in this league,” Jones said. On the field, 
unlike a lot of chatty defensive backs, the 
laid-back Jones is anything but talkative. 
“I’m not a trash talker,” Jones said. “I do my 
job and get off the field.” 


ones football career began in 
Waynesboro, Georgia, where he started 
playing football at the age of eight. He 
stponed that career start for a year be- 
cause only flag football was available to 
seven-year-olds. “I wanted to hit,” Jones said 
with a smile. “I wasn’t with that flag football 
stuff at all, because I played tackle in the 
backyard.” 

He grew up a Notre Dame fan. But later, 
when he realized the school was located in 
faraway Indiana, he decided it wasn’t the 
place for him. “Too cold,” Jones said. “I 
didn’t want any part of it.” 

In middle school and later at Burke County 
High School, Jones became a play-maker at 
quarterback and also saw time at defensive 
back. He played cornerback in his ninth and 
tenth grade years, then moved to the safety 
position his junior and senior seasons, tally- 
ing 13 career interceptions and 80 tackles. 

“I wanted to play quarterback because I al- 
ways wanted the ball in my hands,” Jones 
said. “I always liked playing quarterback be- 
cause the limelight is on you and the offense 
gets all the glory.” In his senior season, he 
threw for over 800 yards and five touch- 
downs while rushing for over 1,000 yards 
and 10 touchdowns. 

In high school, Jones found an outlet for 
his considerable athletic talents in a prep ca- 
reer that saw him earn letters in basketball 
and baseball and run track, in addition to 
starring in football. 

With his 4.5 40-yard dash speed (timed in 
his sophomore year) and good height for a 
defensive back, the two-time all-region and 
all-state pick found many college football of- 
fers. Admitting that recruiting “is really tough 
for a 17-year-old,” Jones narrowed his choic- 
es to Alabama, South Carolina and Georgia 
Tech. It didn’t hurt Bama that Jones’ former 


Charles Jones has both the physical and the 
mental attributes to be an outstanding safety. He 
has progressed to star level over the past two 
years. Barry Fikes Photo 
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high school teammate and friend, Lannis 
Baxley, was already in the fold at Alabama. 
And, Jones said, “I liked Alabama.” 

When he arrived at The Capstone in 1999, 
Jones weighed just 160, and he knew that he 
had to redshirt to gain weight and muscle. 
Adding to the difficulty of the transition, 
Jones said he was shocked at the contrast in 
the skill level and game speed from high 
school to college level. 

He said, “In high school, we had two basic 
coverages and all I had to do was stop any- 
thing from going deep. But in college, 
you've got to watch film, study your oppo- 
nent and learn your assignments. To me, it 
was just as much a mental adjustment as a 
physical one.” 

There is another big change for new col- 
lege players. “Every player who comes to 
Alabama was ‘the man’ in high school,” 
Jones said. “It's hard adjusting to not being 
the man anymore.” 


2000, Jones saw no action despite the 

Tide being on the receiving end of several 
trips behind the woodshed. Jones was under- 
standably disheartened by his lack of playing 
time. “It really took a lot from me,” Jones 
said. “You begin to question your ability.” 

But he continued to work hard and soon 
there was improvement. 


L his second season, the 3-8 debacle of 


“Since a lot of the guys I was behind are 
playing at the next level, | don't feel so bad 
now,” Jones said. 

With the arrival of the Franchione regime 
in Tuscaloosa, the slate for Jones was wiped 
clean. And when Reggie Myles landed in the 
doghouse of former Defensive Coordinator 
Carl Torbush, Jones had his opportunity. 
Although he struggled at times, the sopho- 
more played in 10 of 11 games. He started 
five consecutive games, notching a career- 
high 11 tackles against Tennessee. 

“It was hard on me and Waine (Bacon),” 
Jones said. “We were learning the system 
with different terminology and we just 
couldn't click on the field because we 
weren't used to playing with each other.” 

He finished the year strong, though. And 
in the spring of 2002 Bama coaches selected 
him as winner of “The Bobby Johns Most 
Improved Defensive Back Award.” “I think it 
was a little bit of both maturity and learning 
the system,” Jones said of his turnaround. 

By the start of last season he had estab- 
lished himself as a bona fide first team play- 
er, and he started every game in 2002. 
Against Tennessee, Jones transformed from 
solid contributor to star with a breakout in- 
dividual performance, as he tallied 10 tack- 
les, broke up a pass and snagged an inter- 
ception. As Tennessee quarterback Casey 
Clausen took a brutal lick from Tide defen- 
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sive end Antwan Odom, Clausen’s pass went 
awry. Jones easily corralled the bad pass in a 
momentum-shifting play that set up a Tide 
touchdown drive. 

Jones finished the year with a pair of inter- 
ceptions and a secondary-leading 86 tackles. 
He had double-figure tackle performances 
against Tennessee and Mississippi State. He 
also showed his ability to intimidate across 
the middle, forcing a team-high three fum- 
bles. Add a 30-yard return of a blocked field 
goal against Oklahoma on special teams and 
you have the makings of a superb season. 

“My goal my junior year was to work 
hard, play the best I could. And I feel that I 
accomplished that,” Jones said. 

This season, Jones is looking forward to 
finishing his career with a flourish while 
graduating in December with his degree in 
marketing. 

Although on paper the secondary seems 
young, Jones sees the positive. He sees 
Anthony Madison as a returning starter, 
Charlie Peprah as a returning regular and 
Carlos Andrews as an experienced hand. 
“We've got a lot of experience there,” Jones 
said. 

Even with all that experience in the sec- 
ondary, Jones knows the role expected of 
him by himself and the coaching staff. “I 
want to be a leader,” he said. To be the lead- 
er, all he has to do is stay on track. 
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On The Mend: 


Off-Season Provides Healing Time 


by J.E. Lisby 


Handful of Tiders critical to 
2003 success have made 
progress in rehabilitation 


ith Alabama's football squad 

numbers sharply depleted due 

to NCAA sanctions, the Crim- 
son Tide is going to need good injury luck 
to have another outstanding season. There 
is precious little room for attrition. Several 
projected starters have had to deal with 
health issues during the off season, but 
days before the start of fall practice, all of 
them are expected to be ready to go for pre- 


season camp. 
Football is a rugged game, and virtually 
every player must deal with injury at some 
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time. But junior offensive tackle Evan 
Mathis has had a tougher time than most. 
Aside from the normal back, shoulder and 
other assorted pains that go along with 
playing on the offensive line, Mathis has 
had not one, but two broken legs. He sul- 
fered the first stress fracture in fall camp 
before the start of his redshirt freshman 
year in 2001. Determined not to let any- 
thing get in the way of playing time, Mathis 
kept that injury in his left leg to himself 
until the season was essentially finished. A 
metal rod was inserted in the bone the fol- 
lowing summer, stabilizing the fracture and 
allowing him to continue football. 

Then last year, just as pain from the first 
injury started to subside, it happened 
again. “About midway through last season I 
started feeling the same thing in my right 
leg I felt the previous year with the left 
leg,” Mathis said. “With a few games left in 
the season I finally got it X-rayed, and that 
revealed the stress fracture. At that point 
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there were just a few games left. 1 decided 
to just go ahead and fight through it.” 
Armed with experience from the previous 
injury, Tide doctors didn’t wait to operate. 
A matching rod was inserted in Evan's right 
leg last winter, making him Alabama’s 
“Titanium Tackle,” a nickname he would 
prefer not to have earned. The operation 
was successful and the bone is now stabi- 
lized, but the stress fracture itself is still 
healing. Unfortunately, that means Mathis 
must continue to play with significant pain. 
He said, “With the rod in there, the injury 
really can't get any worse. I just have to 
deal with pain. There’s really nothing at all 
the doctors can do for it. You can’t use 
novocaine with that type injury. I could 
break the bone and not even know it.” 
Estimating that he’s no more than 75 per- 
cent right now, Mathis admits to being frus- 
trated with his bad injury luck. It's been 
more than two and a half years since he’s 
been pain-free, and the big tackle would 
love to be able to compete at full strength. 
But no matter how bad the pain gets, 
Mathis is determined to play. “I’ve never sat 
down and thought about whether or not I’m 
going to play,” he said. “I don’t feel like sit- 
ting out. Right now football is my life, and I 
don't feel like taking time off from life.” 


lso recovering from a broken leg, 

senior receiver Antonio Carter’s 

situation is better. Like Mathis he 
had a rod surgically implanted in the bone 
after suffering a stress fracture in his leg. 
Lingering pain forced Carter to sit out last 
season, and eventually a second surgery, in- 
serting a thicker rod, was performed. “I've 
sort of been around the corner and back 
again with this thing,” Carter said. “But 
since the second surgery the leg is getting 
better and better each day. I'd say the actual 
stress fracture couldn't heal any better than 
it has. Right now I'm fighting some tendini- 
tis down by the fracture, but other than 
that everything is going well.” 


Evan Mathis has started at offensive tackle for 
Alabama each of the past two seasons. And in 
both those years he has played with a stress 
fracture in a leg. Barry Fikes Photo 
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Antonio Career has been an outstanding receiver for Alabama, but he missed last season with a stress fracture in his leg. He said the fracture is now com- 
pletely healed and he looks forward to a successful senior season, one in which he may be able to become Bama’s all-time career pass-catcher. 


Before the injury Carter was one of 
Bama’s top receivers, which made his invol- 
untary inaction last year all the more diffi- 
cult to take. “It was devastating,” Carter 
said. “That first road game when the team 
went to Oklahoma and I wasn’t on that 
bus-that hit home. I had never experienced 
that before. | went home and said ‘This is 
going to be a long season.” 

Carter persevered, even serving as an 
extra assistant coach during that season 
and spring. But now he’s ready to return. 
Although it will take an outstanding senior 
campaign, Carter has an outside chance to 
break the Alabama record for career recep- 
tions. (He has 106, while Freddie Milons 
has the Tide record at 152.) “This is my 
year,” Carter said. “I’ve been counting the 
days. I learned a lot by watching last sea- 
son, but I’m now hungry. I'm tired of being 
‘Coach A.C.’ 1 want to be A.C. the player. I 
want to hear ‘Deuce!!!’ from 86,000 fans. 
When the season starts you'll see the old 
A.C.-maybe a better one.” 
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or Nautyn McKay-Loescher, the off- 

season problem wasn’t injury, but 

rather illness. Superior athletes are 
not used to being sick, so it took awhile be- 
fore he realized what was wrong. McKay- 
Loescher, a senior defensive end, said, “I 
first felt it back in January, when I wasn’t 
able to make it through all the conditioning 
stations. That was the first time in my life 
that | wasn’t able to finish something. 
That's when I first realized that maybe 
something was wrong. I guess I just 
thought maybe I was out of shape, because 
I had just returned from a month-long va- 
cation. I didn’t suspect sickness.” 

Alter getting seriously ill in late January, 
McKay-Loescher went to the doctors for 
help. Mononucleosis was suspected, and 
tests confirmed the diagnosis. It meant that 
McKay-Loescher faced frustrating months 
of debilitating weakness, but at least he 
knew what was going on. “It was a relief 
when I heard,” he said. “I thought I was 
just out of shape, but even though I was 
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Barry Fikes Photo 
working hard I couldn't get back in shape. 
When the doctors said ‘mono,’ it was actu- 
ally a great relief. I've always been able to 
finish any physical challenge. 1 had always 
been able to fight through. But I couldn't 
fight through this one. I was always coming 
up short. But at least there was a reason.” 

Unfortunately, the illness also interfered 
with McKay-Loescher’s classwork. Nor- 
mally a responsible student, he found him- 
self too tired to get up in the mornings to 
go to class. After conferring with Alabama's 
academic advisors, the decision was made 
that McKay-Loescher should withdraw 
from school. He petitioned the NCAA and 
was granted a waiver for the missed course- 
work, and the big lineman then re-entered 
The University in June, determined to get 
back in shape. “Getting over the illness just 
took forever,” McKay-Loescher said. 
“When you think you should be improv- 
ing, you're not. I was able to get through it 
without having to take medication, but it 
took a lot out of me. And even when I was 
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Senior defensive end Nautyn McKay-Loescher found himself sidelined from football practice and from 
the classroom after being stricken with mononucleosis last winter. He is well on the way to complete 


recovery. 


over the illness, I was still really weak. I 
lost 35 pounds, so it took a lot out of me. I 
got down to 228 pounds. I played last year 
at 260-265.” 

McKay-Loescher spent June and July 
working to regain his strength. And the ef- 
fort has paid off. “While the other guys are 
concentrating on conditioning more than 
getting bigger, I'm trying to do both,” 
McKay-Loescher said. “I’m running and I'm 
trying to put on weight at the same time. 
But I feel good now. I’m at 255 pounds, and 
I think I'll stay there. I'm quicker than I 
was last year. As for this season—no worries 
for Nautyn. I'm qualified academically and 
I'm healthy.” 


hough serious at the time, a broken 
wrist is one of those injuries that 
should cause no long-term prob- 
lems. But starting junior defensive tackle 
Ahmad Childress is so crucial to Bama’s 
success this season that his rehabilitation 
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must go well. At 6-5, 300-plus, Childress is 
a mammoth athlete. But even the strongest 
bones will give way when enough pressure 
is applied. 

Childress remembers the injury. “It hap- 
pened at the end of the first quarter of the 
Auburn game,” he said. “I was making a 
tackle, and 1 had my left arm around the 
guy, and my right hand got caught up in 
the pile. The force of my weight and every- 
one else’s weight falling down caused the 
bone to snap.” 

As Childress made his way to the side- 
line, the pain shooting up his arm was so 
intense that he thought he might have dis- 
located his shoulder. “It hurt like crazy,” he 
said. “But when | got to the sideline I could 
see the broken bone even through the tape 
on my wrist.” 

A defensive lineman’s hands are crucial to 
his ability to fight off blocks. It's no exag- 
geration to say that its hand-to-hand com- 
bat along the line of scrimmage. Fortu- 
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nately, Childress says he’s completely 
healed. “A defensive lineman needs his 
hands; they're important to us,” Childress 
said. “But I've been shooting my hands (the 
technique used to take on blockers) in 
drills, and there is no pain. I'm feeling fine 
now. I’m back up to my normal weights in 
the weight room. | tape the wrist up very 
well and put a pad over the top. Heading 
into the fall, nothing is in my way.” 


s Alabama’ only legitimate fullback 

returning from last year’s squad, 

Greg McLain must be ready and 
healthy. It wasn’t reported at the time, but 
McLain suffered a concussion last fall, 
causing some worry in the off-season. 
“Smart guys aren't supposed to be hard- 
headed, but sometimes you put your head 
down,” McLain said with a laugh. “That's 
what I did when it got me. I had to sit out 
the second half against Vanderbilt.” 

Playing the role of a blocking fullback, 
McLain got his bell rung by a Commodore 
defender. The sophomore said, “That was 
my first real concussion. | stayed in the 
game and played a couple of more snaps, 
but I was forgetting the plays. I was going 
the wrong way. The guys were getting on 
me about it. At halftime the coaches real- 
ized what happened, and I sat out the sec- 
ond half.” 

In the old days McLain’s concussion 
wouldn't have caused as much concern, but 
modern science is more cautious regarding 
head trauma. Athletes prone to concussions 
often find their careers terminated. But 
McLain isn’t worried. “I don’t see it being 
too big of a problem,” he said. “As long as I 
use proper technique and keep my head 
up-not like I did against Vanderbilt. I’ve 
learned a lot since last fall.” 

Besides true freshman LéRon McClain, 
who is having to wait until almost the last 
minute before finding out if he is academi- 
cally eligible this season, there are no other 
true fullbacks on the Tide squad. Bama 
coaches obviously hope Greg McLain’s op- 
timism will prove true. “I had the full range 
of tests not too long ago,” McLain said. 
“Everything is okay. I haven't had any 
headaches or anything. I’m ready to go.” 


few other players also had injuries 
to overcome. Antwan Odom had 
arthroscopic surgery following 
spring to “clean up” the knee joint, but the 
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junior defensive end reports no ill effects. 
He is back running full speed and appears 
set for a big year. 

Long-snap specialist Nick Ridings had a 
near-miss, cutting his snapping hand in a 
summer boating accident. He's the only ex- 
perienced deep snapper on the squad, but 
Ridings will be fine by the start of fall camp. 

Reserve guard Danny Martz had an arthro- 
scopic procedure in the spring to remove a 
“dead spot” from the bone above his knee. 
The surgery and recuperation have gone 
well and he will be ready for practice, al- 
though his condtioning may be below par. 

Reserve linebacker Juke King is the only 
player not expected to be full speed when 
the team officially reports on August 4. King 
suffered a severe injury during spring prac- 
tice, tearing multiple ligaments in his knee. 
The surgery was successful and King’s reha- 
bilitation has gone well, but historically the 
time frame for that type injury indicates that 
he won't be completely healed until after the 
season begins. 
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Staff Signees: 


Shula Gets Contract Signed Quickly 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide also extends contract 
of Gymnastics Coach 
Sarah Patterson 


he in-house attorneys of The Univer- 
sity of Alabama haven't been particu- 
larly good advertising for The 
Capstone’s law school in recent years. 
Although tasks like drawing up employee 
contracts based on the agreements by which 
those employees had been hired might seem 
mundane-particularly when compared to 
botching something like an NCAA investi- 
gation-such employee contracts were front 
page news in Alabama over the past year or 
so. That’s because Head Football Coach 
Dennis Franchione left Bama having never 
signed a 10-year contract that had been 
agreed upon and because his replacement, 
Mike Price, did not sign his seven-year 
agreement in the four months he was in 
Tuscaloosa before being fired. 

There were other less nationally-promi- 
nent contract problems, including that of 
Bama Gymnastics Coach Sarah Patterson. 

While some blame for the delays was as- 
signed to Athletics Director Mal Moore, it 
was Moore's job to hire and retain the coach- 
es, not to write the contracts. And it wasn't 
the job of Dr. Robert Witt to write contracts, 
either, but Alabama's new president has a 
reputation for being able to get things done. 
And Alabama's in-house attorneys moved a 
little more quickly after Witt came on board. 

Barely a month and a half after being an- 
nounced as Alabama's new head football 
coach, Mike Shula signed a six-year contract 
at a minimum of $900,000 per year. Shula 
and Moore agreed to the basic deal before 
Shula was hired. The contract was approved 
by the Board of Trustees on June 20 and 
then signed by Shula, Witt and Moore. 

There was never hesitation on the part of 
Shula. He had said earlier that he and Moore 
had agreed and that he had a contract on his 
desk, waiting only for the Board of Trustees 
to give approval. Although neither Fran- 
chione nor Price announced a specific rea- 
son for delaying the signing of their 
Alabama contracts, both were in possession 
of documents and did not sign them on ad- 
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Alabama will continue to have a nationally-com- 
petitive gymnastics team as Sarah Patterson's 
contract as head coach has been extended 
through the 2008 season. 

University of Alabama Photo by Kent Gidley 


vice of their attorneys. There were unsub- 
stantiated reports of members of the Board 
of Trustees putting an unreasonable (and 
unprecedented) non-compete clause in the 
contract of Franchione, which played a part 
in Franchione’s departure. 

After this partial year in which Shula is to 
receive a base salary of $109,677 (plus talent 
fee of $750,000 for things such as radio and 
television programs, advertising fees, and 
football camps), the base salary will be 
$150,000. 

There are a number of incentives. One is 
that if Shula wins at least seven games this 
season he will have an additional year added 
to his contract, through 2010. Alabama is 
playing 13 games this season and would be a 
prohibitive pre-season favorite to win at least 
seven of those. Alabama was 10-3 last year. 
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After Alabama comes off NCAA probation 
for bowl participation after this season, 
Shula will be eligible for incentives that 
could reach an additional $425,000. Those 
bonuses involve things such as Southeastern 
Conference Western Division and SEC 
Championship titles, bowl games, the na- 
tional championship, and various coaching 
honors. 

Should Shula cancel his contract with The 
University, there is a $1 million buyout. 
Should Bama fire Shula without cause prior 
to the completion of the contract, Shula 
would receive a buyout of $2.5 million, plus 
$100,000 annually for each year remaining 
on the pact. 


t most schools, one could find no 
Ag contrast than that of the head 

football coach and the women's gym- 
nastics coach. While college football is clear- 
ly the most popular sport in the Southeast 
and the national championship is legitimate- 
ly the goal of dozens of college football 
teams, women’s gymnastics barely qualifies 
as a legitimate SEC sport with just half the 
league teams participating. Nationally, fewer 
than half a dozen teams make a concerted 
effort to win the national championship. 
And while college football attracts millions 
of fans and pays most of the bills of intercol- 
legiate athletics, gymnastics attracts very few 
fans and is a major money-loser. 

But at Alabama, gymnastics is something 
of an exception. That's because in 25 years 
Head Coach Sarah Patterson has done an ex- 
cellent job of marketing her team-and her- 
self. That's why there was some consterna- 
tion among Crimson Tide gymnastics fans 
when it was revealed that Patterson had 
worked the past season without a signed 
contract. That was remedied at the same 
Board of Trustees meeting in which Shula’s 
contract was finalized. 

Patterson signed a contract that will take 
her through the 2008 season. And while it is 
true that she did not have a signed contract 
last season, she was paid at the new contract 
rate agreed upon by her and Moore. And 
with a base pay of $150,000 last year and 
this year, it is believed that Patterson contin- 
ues as the nation’s highest-paid women’s 
gymnastics coach. And she will be getting 
more. Yearly increases beginning with the 
2004-05 season will raise her University 
salary to $182,326 in the final year. 

“] am appreciative of the University’s com- 
mitment to me, my staff and providing us 
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with the opportunity to continue to com- 
pete for championships,” Patterson said. Her 
staff includes her husband, David, who is 
Bama’s top assistant. 

“We are extremely pleased to have Coach 
Patterson under contract through her 30th 
season at Alabama,” Moore said. “She has 
placed Alabama among the very best in col- 
legiate gymnastics and | think this contract 
reflects that commitment.” 

Patterson recently completed her 25th sea- 
son coaching the Crimson Tide. During her 
tenure, she has won four NCAA and five 
SEC Championships and has been named 
national coach of the year four times. 


hat aspect of athletics director's work 

[ dealing with hiring and retaining em- 

ployees is almost a never-ending one 

for Moore, who works in a high profile 

arena. At least three other Bama head coach- 

es are top priority for extending current 

contracts, and Moore will also be searching 

for a new head coach (or coaches) for men’s 
and women’s swimming and diving. 

Don Wagner, who took over as head coach 
of both the men’s and women’s swimming 
and diving teams four years ago, announced 
his resignation in mid-July. 
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Although Men's Basketball Coach Mark 
Gottfried has several years remaining on his 
current contract, Moore elected to begin 
work on an improved pact for Gottfried this 
year. 

One of the first things Moore did when he 
was named athletics director four years ago 
was to extend the contracts of Gottlried and 
Head Baseball Coach Jim Wells. 

Wells’ contract will be up for renewal soon, 
and Moore said, “We have talked about it 
and begun working on it.” Wells is consid- 
ered one of the nation’s top college baseball 
coaches. His Crimson Tide teams have domi- 
nated the SEC Baseball Tournament and 
been a fixture in the NCAA Tournament. 

Alabama's latest powerhouse team is the 
women’s softball team of Coach Patrick 
Murphy, coming off an SEC title and College 
World Series appearance. While Murphy has 
been busy coaching on the international 
scene this summer, he and Moore have also 
talked about an extension. 


here has also been interesting staff 
news on the assistants’ front, notably 
in baseball where it was announced 


this summer that Todd Butler is returning as 
an assistant. Butler has spent the past three 
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seasons as the successful head coach at 
MeNeese State in Lake Charles, Louisiana. 

Butler replaces former assistant coach 
Danny Watkins, who has been reassigned 
within the athletics department. Watkins 
served as an assistant coach the last two sea- 
sons, 

Butler, 36, served as an assistant coach 
under Wells at Alabama from 1995-2000, 
where he helped the Crimson Tide to six 
NCAA Regional appearances and three trips 
to the College World Series (1996, 1997 and 
1999). 

At McNeese, he compiled a 90-83 (.520) 
overall record. Butler's best season was his 
last season in Lake Charles, as he guided the 
Cowboys to the 2003 Southland Conference 
Tournament championship and a berth in 
the NCAA Tournament. 

Alabama assistant volleyball coach 
Michelle Durban has been promoted to asso- 
ciate head coach for the Crimson Tide squad 
by head coach Judy Green. Durban begins 
her fourth season with the Tide this fall. 
During her tenure at The Capstone, 
Alabama has amassed a 63-32 overall record 
and posted three consecutive winning sea- 
sons. Bama captured the 2000 SEC Western 
Division crown in Durban’s first season. 
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Football Recruiting: 


Summertime Is Not Slack Time 


by Freddie Kirby 


The big news is Tide gets 
two summer signees 


football even in what were formerly 

known as the lazy, hazy days of summer. 
And that goes for football recruiting, too. 
There is interest in past recruiting as signees 
work to get academically eligible. And this 
summer one signee elected to take a Major 
League baseball offer, foregoing college foot- 
ball, and the new Bama coaching staff added 
two late signees. 

Early indications are that Coach Mike 
Shula, despite not having previously 
coached (and recruited) at the college level, 
has a good acumen for recruiting. His per- 
sonality should make him a winner with 
players and their parents. 


] t seems things are busy around Alabama 


\ 
LAGOON PARK 
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An early example of the importance of re- 
cruiting could come for Bama in pre-season 
work. While there are good players return- 
ing on the defensive line, few teams could 
withstand the graduations of the likes of 
Jarret Johnson, Kindal Moorehead and 
Kenny King. This could mean early playing 
time in a back-up role for defensive tackle 
signee Dominic Lee, the former Birmingham 
Huffman star. Late signees, Keith Saunders 
and Wallace Gilberry could push for playing 
time at defensive end, as could several of the 
skill players from last year's recruiting class. 

It appears that the Wilcox Central duo of 
Chris Felder and Eric Packer may not 
qualify academically, and their spots have 
been filled in the recruiting class by defen- 
sive end, Wallace Gilberry of Baldwin 
County High School in Bay Minette and 
strong safety, Eric Johnson of Saks High 
School in Anniston. A third recruit in this 
years class, quarterback Cliff Davis, has 
signed a professional baseball contract with 
the Houston Astros. That leaves one vacancy 
on this year’s recruiting class and that spot 


could be filled by a late high school or ju- 
nior college qualifier, a potential division 
one transfer, or a December graduate from 
junior college. 

Alabama must also be concerned with the 
possibility of one or more of the February 
signees not gaining academic eligibility, al- 
though the two most frequently men- 
tioned-fullback LéRon McClain and 
linebacker Terrance Jones of Tuscaloosa 
County-have both said they expect to be eli- 
gible. The same possibilities for using those 
scholarships would apply. 

Here is a look at the two summer signees 
for the Crimson Tide: 

Wallace Gilberry is a 6-3, 235, 4.60 defen- 
sive end from Baldwin County High School 
in Bay Minette who has been clocked at 4.6 
in the 40-yard dash. Last year he turned in 
61 solo tackles, 16 assisted tackles, 7 sacks, 
7 tackles for loss, 6 pass deflections, 2 
caused fumbles, and 2 fumble recoveries. He 
made the all-region and all-state teams his 
senior year. He had a superb season but it 
wasn't until he stole the show in the 
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Alabama-Mississippi All Star game (6 tack- 
les, 2 sacks) that he started receiving major 
college attention. 

In that all-star game, Gilberry went head 
to head with Donovan Davis, a Mississippi 
State signee who was a prep All-America 
and regarded as one of the top three offen- 
sive tackles in the South as a senior. 
Gilberry dominated Davis. And after the 
game Gilberry received an offer from 
Auburn and another from Southern Miss. 
Then Alabama began showing interest and 
when the offer was made, it was an easy de- 
cision. “I will be rolling with the Tide ,” said 
Gilberry. “Is an honor to even be looked at 
by Alabama and to be able to play for them 
and their tradition is great. Coach Shula is 
very impressive in person and he is totally 
sincere.” 

He has originally signed to play at 
Itawamba Junior College as a qualified play- 
er (2.85 GPA, 17 ACT). Miami, which did 
not have any available scholarships this 
year, was showing interest in signing him in 
January. He benches 275, squats 530, and 
deadlifts 525. 

Eric Johnson is a 6-3, 204, 4.56 strong 
safety from Saks High School in Anniston. 
Johnson said he was late in earning academ- 
ic qualification which is the reason he did 
not receive earlier recruiting interest. He is a 
sensational athlete who played quarterback 
on offense and accounted for over 1,600 
yards. However, his reputation was earned 
primarily on defense as a strong safety and 
outside linebacker. He has a nose for the ball 
and he is a full speed hitter. He was credited 
with 132 tackles as a senior and his coach 
says that was a conservative count. 

He was selected as the Anniston 
Touchdown Club Player of the Year in addi- 
tion to being all-county team. He is also a 
standout in track, the anchor leg on the 
state championship 4 X 100 relay team and 
the 4 X 400 relay team. He placed in the top 
six in the state 100 meters in Class 4A to 
eventual champion Tyrone Prothro (another 
Alabama signee). He registered a time of 
11.2 in the 100 meters. He is just 17 years 
old and his coach says “He is just as good a 
person as he is an athlete.” His brother, 
Quentin Caver, was an All-America at 
Arkansas and is presently with the Kansas 
City Chiefs. 

He has competitively benched 350, squat- 
ted 425, and power cleaned 275. He has a 


Wallace Gilberry 


2.67 GPA and has scored 20 on the ACT. He 
had offers on the table from Troy State and 
Jacksonville State. He had an agreement 
with Auburn to receive a scholarship in 
January once he qualified. Alabama entered 
the picture and offered him a scholarship for 
this year and he accepted immediately. 


here are some possible junior college 
| prospects that Alabama is recruiting 
who appear to be set to graduate in 
December, They are scattered across the 
country and with scholarships still available, 
Alabama is getting a strong look. The em- 
phasis for the Alabama coaching staff is on 
linemen, but the coaches are evaluating the 
athleticism of every player who will gradu- 
ate early from junior college or high school. 
Here are some junior college prospects who 
have been linked to the Tide: 

Defensive end Sylvester Brinkley, 6-3, 235, 
4.7, Fresno, California, Reedly Community 
College; offensive guard Cody Brown, 6-3, 
330, 5.2, Scooba, Mississippi, East Commu- 
nity College; defensive tackle Marcus 
Campbell, 6-3, 296, 4.9, Reedly CC; wide 
receiver Sean Hammons, 6-0, 175, 4.5, 
Butler (Kansas) Community College; wide 
receiver Reggie Lindsey, 5-10, 180, 4.5, 
Summit, Mississippi, Southwest Community 
College; defensive tackle Claude Roten, 6-3, 
310, 4.9, Moorehead, Mississippi, Delta 


Keep Up With Recruiting Like Alabama Coaches 


A coaching adage has it that recruiting is like shaving: if you don’t do it every day, you look like a bum. Most o 
us can’t spend the time that Alabama's coaches do keeping up with recruiting, but one of the tools used by Bama’s 
staff is also available to every fan. It’s the recruiting information at www.BamaMag.com 

You can get the same information Alabama’s coaches are getting on the nation’s top prospects. Additionally, you 
can keep up with all aspects of Alabama sports, including football and basketball recruiting, as well as other col- 
lege and professional team sites. Sign up today by logging on to www.BamaMag.com 


www.BamaMag.com 


—_ —— —— Nn — sat 


Community College: and cornerback 
Marion Stevenson, 6-1, 190, Booneville, 
Mississippi, Northeast Community College. 

Many would put Roten at the head of 
Alabama’ list. He is considered to be a per- 
mier junior college defensive tackle and he 
is receiving national attention, His coach has 
coached three defensive linemen who went 
on to play in the NFL (Jason Ferguson, New 
York Jets; Norman Hand, New Orleans 
Saints; and Tim Bowens, Miami Dolphins), 
and he puts Roten in their class. 

Campbell is originally from Americus, 
Georgia and signed with West Virginia out 
of high school. Alabama Defensive Ends 
Coach Paul Randolph, who came to the Tide 
from West Virginia, is acquainted with 
Campbell and is recruiting him. 

Brown attended the Alabama A-Day game 
and he has a chance to graduate in December. 
If he does reach that goal, he is a strong can- 
didate for a scholarship, if he doesn’t reach 
early graduation, he still may be signed by 
Alabama as a May graduate because the Tide 
has a need for offensive linemen. 

Stevenson may be the top junior college 
cornerback in the South and he has offers 
from several schools. 


s important as it is to fill vacated 
Aw on last year’s recruiting class, as 

in any year the primary recruiting 
focus has to be on the future. Rightly or 
wrongly, there was a perception that the 
Mike Price coaching staff was not “friendly” 
to the high school coaches of the state. Early 
reports are that Mike Shula will mend prob- 
lems in that area. 

Additionally, the Alabama coaching staff 
got a quick test and high grade this summer. 
The staff was barely in place before it was 
time to host a week-long Alabama football 
camp that had been organized prior to the 
coaching change. 

On a very practical level, the staff also held 
a one-day mini-camp at Bryant-Denny 
Stadium designed to attract potential 
prospects. Over 300 high school players 
(most of them upcoming seniors) were in at- 
tendance, and many were standouts, 

Among those in attendance we spotted 
and who will be mentioned in recruiting 
publications over the next few months are 
(in alphabetical order): 

Strong safety Frank Anthony of Camden 
Wilcox Central, tight end Alan Bishop of 
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Daleville, offensive guard Jason Bosley of 
Huntsville Grissom, running back Trey 
Brewer of Marietta (Georgia) Osborne, de- 
fensive tackle Justin Britt of Cullman, 
linebacker Titus Brown of Tuscaloosa 
Hillcrest, strong safety Marcus Carter of Fort 
Payne, cornerback Simeon Castille of 
Birmingham Briarwood Christian, athlete 
Makie Chaney of Birmingham John Carroll, 
athlete Jerald Cook of Adamsville Minor, 
linebacker Larico Crumpton of Shelby 
County, cornerback Kendrick Davis of 
Tuscaloosa Hillcrest; center William Davis of 
Corinth, Mississippi; fullback Julius 
Dulaney of Highland Home; linebacker 
Emmanuel Frederick of Morristown, 
Tennessee, West; running back Lavarus 
Giles of Benoit, Mississippi, Raybrooks; 
wide receiver Thomas Patrick Gordon of 
Houma, Louisiana, Vandeerbilt Catholic: of- 
fensive tackle Cody Greene of Cullman; 
linebacker Kris Guyton of Tuscaloosa 
Hillcrest; strong safety Demanulle Hamm of 
Hamilton; 

Linebacker Tyler Hearin of Cullman, run- 
ning back Trent Hetherington of Wetumpka; 
linebacker Wes Hofacker of Dallas, Texas, 
Allen; quarterback Kyle Israel of Orlando, 
Florida, University; offensive guard Al 
Jefferson of Mobile Davidson; running back 
Aaron Johns of Thomasville; linebacker 
Andrew Jones of Adamsville Minor; strong 
safety Adrian Kindred of Opelika; corner- 
back Tyrone King, Jr., of Adamsville Minor; 
wide receiver Ezekiel Knight of Randolph 
County; running back Rashad Langford of 
Athens Tanner; wide receiver Chris Lark of 
Pickens County; offensive tackle Lance Lee 
of Oxford, Mississippi: linebackers Dustin 
and Jordin Lindsey of Mobile Davidson; of- 
fensive guard Matt Mandich of Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi, Oak Grove; linebacker Lebron 
and running back Markus Manson of 
Tuscaloosa Hillcrest; running back Aaron 
McDaniel of Fort Payne; defensive tackle 
Alan McKinstry of Aliceville; defensive end 
Jacquez McKissic of Opelika; offensive tackle 
Rick Miller of Dadeville; quarterback Chris 
Nickson of Pike County; defensive tackle 
Philip Nola of Birmingham Spain Park: 

Defensive tackle Emmanuel Perry of 
Montgomery Carver; linebacker Alfred 
Pettway of Daleville; quarterback Jordan 
Reever of Garland, Texas, South Garland: 
cornerback Eric Robinson of Montgomery 
Carver, cornerback Travis Robinson of 
Tuscaloosa Hillcrest; offensive tackle Ryan 
Sefton of Gulfport, Mississippi, Harrison 
Central; offensive tackle Jacob Sitton of 
Pensacola, Florida; running back T.). 
Slaughter of Adamsville Minor; fullback 
Josh Smyth of Hoover; defensive end 
Brandon Suggs of Russellville; running back 
Brandon Thornton of Homewood; tight end 
Nick Walker of Pike County; defensive tack- 
le Lorenzo Washington of Loganville, 
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Georgia, Grayson; offensive tackle John 
Watts of Russellville; quarterback John 
Parker Wilson of Hoover; quarterback Todd 
Wilson of Mobile St, Paul's; strong safety 
Jake Wingo of Tuscaloosa Hillcrest; quarter- 
back David Wolke of Smyrna, Tennessee; 
and tight end PJ. Zimmerman of New 
Orleans, Louisiana, Jesuit. 

There were impressive performances. Eric 
Robinson had a 39-inch vertical jump, while 
Simeon Castille, Makie Chaney and Travis 
Robinson all managed 38 or more. 


ecruiling is not an exact science. The 
coaches whose success depends on 
ood evaluations (and recruitment) of 
prospects make mistakes. Those who at- 
tempt to rate prospects and recruiting make 
more mistakes. Still, its interesting, and so 
we bravely predict the Top Dozen upcoming 
prospects in Alabama. They are: 

1. Justin Britt, defensive tackle, 6-4, 255, 
4.8, Cullman; 2. Simeon Castille, corner- 
back, 6-1, 185, 4.45, Birmingham Briarwood 
Christian; 3. Nikita Stover, wide receiver, 6- 
1, 188, 4.45, Hartselle; 4. David Brown, de- 
fensive end, 6-3, 255, 4.9, Madison Bob 
Jones; 5. B.J. Stabler, offensive tackle, 6-5, 
291, 5.2, Clarke County: 6. Travis Robinson, 
cornerback, 5-10, 180, 4.35, Tuscaloosa 
Hillcrest; 7. Max Martin, running back, 6-2, 
210, 4.58, Madison Bob Jones; 8. Markus 
Manson, running back, 6-1, 190, 4.37, 
Tuscaloosa Hillcrest; 9. Travis McCall, tight 
end, 6-2, 230, 4.7, Prattville; 10. Trent 
Davidson, tight end, 6-5, 242, 4.66, Brewton 
T.R. Miller; 11. Marcus Carter, strong safety, 
6-0, 186, 4.5, Fort Payne; and 12. Chevis 
Jackson, wide receiver, 6-1, 180, 4.5, Mobile 
St. Paul's. 

While it is possible that will still be the 
top 12.at the end of fall, itis more likely that 
some of these will have dropped off (for rea- 
sons of performance, injury, or academics) 
and others will have performed surprisingly 
well and will have moved onto the list of top 
prospects. Among those most likely to break 
into the “top prospect” category are: 

1. Nick Walker, tight end, 6-6, 230, 4.8, 
Pike County; 2. John Parker Wilson, quarter- 
back, 6-2, 185, 4.5, Hoover; 3. Patrick White, 
wide receiver, 6-2, 180, 4.35, Daphne; 4. 
Cody Greene, offensive tackle, 6-6, 300, 5.3, 
Cullman; 5. Ezekiel Knight, athlete, 6-3, 210, 
4.6, Randolph County; 6. Emmanuel Perry, 
offensive guard, 6-4, 325, 5.1, Montgomery 
Carver; 7, Tyrone King, Jr, cornerback, 6-0, 
185. 4.46, Adamsville Minor; 8. Maurice 
Dupree, wide receiver, 5-11, 175, 4.4, 
Cherokee County; 9. Josh Smyth, fullback, 6- 
0, 235, 4.75, Hoover; 10. Jacquez McKissic, 
defensive end, 6-7, 250, 5.0, Opelika; 11. Eric 
Robinson, cornerback, 6-1, 185, 4.4, 
Montgomery Carver; and 12, Brandon Nix, 
offensive guard, 6-4, 270, 4.9, Harpersville 
Coosa Academy. 
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Basketball Gets A Quick Start 


by Kirk McNair 


Bama has early pledges 
from three top guards 


ter how much one has, one wants more. 

And so it is with basketball recruiting. 
Alabama Coach Mark Gottfried is on his 
way to having one of the top signing classes 
in the nation, but Crimson Tide fans (and 
perhaps even Gottfried) are likely to play 
the “Yeah, but what if...” game. That's be- 
cause while some of the top players in the 
nation have announced they will join the 
Crimson Tide, no fewer than two of the top 
prospects in Alabama and the nation have 
announced they will leave the state. 

Following the decision of Mo Williams to 
leave Alabama alter his sophomore season to 
try his luck at professional basketball, it was 
obvious that Alabama's depth at guard was 
not good, While Bama also lost seniors 
Erwin Dudley and Kenny Walker, both in- 
side players, and wing guard Terrance 
Meade, the Tide has some depth at wing and 
inside, although the inside will be made up 
of very inexperienced players. Alabama 
signed three big men (Akini Adkins, 
Jamareo Davidson and Shawn Taylor) who 
are in schoo] at Alabama and will compete 
with returning inside players Chuck Davis, 
Evan Brock, and Reggie Rambo. Basketball 
railbirds watching Bama summer basketball 
report that all three newcomers have done 
well with Adkins probably most ready to 
help this year’s Tide. 

Meanwhile, only Antoine Pettway, a [or- 
mer walk-on, appears capable of playing 
point guard. And as Gottfried pointed out, 
Pettway does not really have much point ex- 
perience. “Mo had the ball,” Gottfried said. 
Perhaps that is why Gottfried had a chilling 
answer in a recent Southeastern Conference 
media teleconference. When asked to list 
Alabama's strengths in the upcoming season, 
Gottried said, “We don’t have any.” 

However, the wing spots have some who 
have performed well, including Kennedy 
Winston, Earnest Shelton, Emmett Thomas, 
Lucky Williams and Demetrius Smith. 


he good news is that Gottfried has al- 
ready received commitments from 


four players for the early signing peri- 


E seems to be human nature that no mat- 
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od in November. Bama will be able to sign 
five players for next year. They include three 
of the nation’s top-ranked high school 
guards. 

Much has been made of two of the state's 
top upcoming seniors, both big men, elect- 
ing to sign out of state. Sometimes over- 
looked is that the Alabama Sports Writers 
Association chose a junior as Mr. Basketball 
for the first time this past season...and it 
wasn't either of the big men. The best bas- 
ketball player in Alabama last year was 
Ronald Steele. 6-2, of Birmingham John 
Carroll, and he has announced he will sign 
with Bama. Last year he led John Carroll to a 
36-0 record and the state 6A championship, 
He averaged 19 points, 7.6 assists, and 4.1 
steals and was MVP of the state tournament. 
Steele is also an outstanding football player 
who would have been among the state’s top 
prospects in that sport if he were not going 
the basketball route. 

Bama also received a summer commitment 
from Albert Weber, a 6-3 shooting guard 
from New Orleans by way of Mount Zion 
Christian School in Durham, North 
Carolina, Mount Zion has a reputation for 
having many of the nation’s best prep play- 
ers in its program. Weber played at Higgins 
High School in New Orleans before transfer- 
ring to Mount Zion for his junior year. 
Weber averaged 16 points per game last sea- 
son. He picked Alabama over a long list of 
schools including Kentucky, Arkansas, 
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Texas, Connecticut, and Ohio State. 

There have already been predictions of an 
upcoming three-guard offense for Bama be- 
cause of the third commitment, Glenn Miles 
of Birmingham West End. The 6-4 wing 
guard averaged 16 points per game last year. 
Miles told National Recruiting Analyst Dave 
Telep of TheInsiders.com that he has wanted 
to go to Bama since he was a 10th grader 
and would have committed “at any time.” 

All three are rated by Thelnsiders.com as 
four star players, ranking among the nation’s 
top 100 prep stars. 

There has also been an announcement that 
6-6 forward Jean Felix of Bevill State 
Community College is committed to 
Alabama, 

Much has been made of two Alabama high 
school stars who have announced for out-of- 
state schools. Although Alabama had been 
considered the leader for Mike Williams, a 
6-7, 215-pound power forward at Wilcox 
Central in Camden, Williams never made a 
recruiting visit to Alabama. In fact, reported- 
ly at the behest of his AAU coach, Williams 
visited only one school, Texas, and commit- 
ted to the Longhorns. 

DJ. White, a 6-8, 225-pound power for- 
ward at Tuscaloosa Central, made it clear he 
was not interested in Alabama. For one 
thing, he said, Alabama had signed three 
players in the 6-10 range this year. For an- 
other, he wanted to play for former Tide 
player and assistant coach Mike Davis, now 
the head coach at Indiana. (Ironically, Texas 
is also coached by a former Bama assistant, 
Rick Barnes.) Also playing into the White 
decision may have been his high school 
coach, Thad Fitzpatrick. Fitzpatrick had 
come to Tuscaloosa as an assistant to former 
Bama Head Coach David Hobbs, but was 
fired. Fitzpatrick resigned this year to go to 
Indiana, perhaps as a member of the 
Hoosiers’ staff. 

Alabama also finished out of the running 
for the nation’s top prospect, Al Jefferson (6- 
9, 265) of Prentiss, Mississippi, who has 
committed to Arkansas, but is more likely to 
go straight to the NBA. 


ecruiting was the last thing on the 
Rass of many in the Alabama 

women's basketball camp this year 
because of the tragic loss of one of the Tide’s 
signees. Krista Watson died when the car 
she was driving came around a curve in the 
road and ran head-on into an oncoming 
truck. She was on her way to her high 
school graduation. Krista, a 6-4 post player 
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from Gainesville, Georgia, was a graduate of 
Gainesville High School. She spent her first 
three prep seasons at Greater Atlanta 
Christian School, and was a member of GCA’ 
back-to-back 2A State Championship teams 
(2001, 2002). 

Later this spring, Head Coach Rick Moody 
announced the addition of Krystle Johnson, a 
6-4 center from Hoover who is transferring to 
the Crimson Tide after two years at UCLA. 
While with the Bruins, she saw action in 46 
games averaging 2,0 points and 1.3 rebounds 
per game. Johnson will sit out the 2003-04 
season to meet NCAA transfer requirements 
and then will have two seasons of eligibility 
for Alabama. 

At Hoover, Johnson earned four varsity let- 
ters and was an honorable mention All- 
America as a senior. She finished her prep ca- 
reer as the second leading scorer in school 
history with 1,364 points, Johnson helped 
Hoover to a 6A state title. 

Johnson joins previously announced 
Tamisha Hamilton and Navonda Moore as 
Bama signees. 


ther spring sports have announced 
Oi during the past few months. 

There are both early (for one week in 
November) and late (beginning in April) 
signing periods in most sports other than 
football and soccer. 

Crystal Hudson of Hueytown was a late 
signee by Coach Judy Green for the Bama 
volleyball program. Hudson is a 5-11 outside 
hitter who earned all-county four straight 
years. She also competed in basketball, ten- 
nis, and track and field. She was the state 6A 
triple jump champion as a junior and was 
runner-up in triple, long and high as a senior. 

She joins a trio-Abbi Blackburn, Rachael 
Green, Katie Barker—who signed in the early 
period last November. 

Women's Golf Coach Betty Palmer an- 
nounced the signing of Maggie Hall of 
Shelbyville, Kentucky, A four-year standout at 
Shelby County High School, Hall is the 
daughter of Betty (Baird) Kregor, a former 
standout linkster at UA from 1978-80 when 
she was a collegiate teammate of Palmer. 

Hall is a three-time golf MVP at Shelby 
County. During her prep career she has cap- 
tured several tournament titles including 
back-to-back Fall Cities Championships. An 
Academic All-State selection for her work off 
the course, Hall was coached by her mother, 
who is an LPGA teaching professional. Hall 
joins a pair of November signees, Josie 
Lowder and Amy Middleton. 

Men's tennis head coach Billy Pate an- 
nounced the signing of Port St. Lucie, 
Florida, native Michael Green. Green, 17, has 
been ranked as high as number four in 
Florida and number 18 nationally in his age 
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group. He was. the winner of the 1999 Texas 
Open National tournament and the 2001 
Florida Sectional Doubles Championships. 
He was a member of Team Florida 2002 in 
the annual Mills-Redgrave Tournament. The 
event featured the top three players in each 
age division in Florida versus the top three 
players in each age division for the USTA 
Southern Section, Green helped Florida win 
the event for the first time in seven years. 

Women’s Tennis Coach Jenny Mainz an- 
nounced the addition of two signees, Maria 
Muller and Sonja Nikolic, Muller, of Rio 
Negro, Argentina, graduated from Instituto 
San Antono in Villa Maria, Argentina in 2003. 
Muller won two singles titles and one dou- 
bles championship playing at the second- 
highest level of Argentina’s Cordoba Premiere 
league in 2002. Maria was also semifinalist 
four times at the highest level of the Cordoba 
Premiere League. In addition to tennis, 
Muller has competed in handball, volleyball 
and gymnastics. Muller began playing tennis 
at age eight. 

Nikolic, of Garmisch, Germany, is a 2003 
graduate of Werdentels in Garmisch. Nikolic 
is ranked 1LOth in Bavaria and 105th in 
European rankings. She competed in the 
Orange Bowl Classic, Eddie Herr and Prince 
Cup international tournaments in 1999, 
Nikolic’s play was limited in 2001 and 2002 
due to a stress fracture in her leg. 

Also in women’s tennis, it was announced 
that Natalie McElveen of Mountain Brook, a 
walk-on in her freshman campaign, has 
earned a scholarship. “Natalie has very much 
impressed me this year,” Mainz said, “She is 
one of the hardest workers on the team and 
will definitely contribute a lot to our program 
next year. She made up her mind to come 
here and make a difference and she's a posi- 
tive asset. She is going to continue to im- 
prove and make an impact in our line-up 
next year.” 

McElveen accumulated a 14-8 singles 
record in 2002-2003 in addition to a 13-L0 
doubles record. Her father, Greg McElveen, 
played basketball for Bama under C.M. 
Newton in 1976-79. 


oth mens and women’s track and field 
B=: additions, four new men for 

Coach Harvey Glance and six new 
women for Coach Sandy Fowler. 

The men have added Keith Baker of 
Boardman, Oregon; Steven Boozer of Palaski, 
Mississippi; Roy Jossfolk, Jr., of Weston, 
Florida; and Sam Nuckols of Huntsville. 

Baker, a transfer from Lane Community 
College in Eugene, Oregon, won the 
NWAACC championship in the decathlon 
claiming All-America honors in the event, 
He also won the high school state champi- 
onship in the 110-meter hurdles while at- 
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(tending Riverside High School in Boardman. 

Boozer, a graduate of Pelahatchie High 
School, is a two-time all-state performer in 
Mississippi, having won the state discus 
championship three consecutive seasons and 
finishing runner-up in the shot put champi- 
onship in back-to-back seasons, 

Jossfolk, who attended Chaminade- 
Madonna High School in Hollywood, Florida, 
won the 2003 Class 2A high jump champi- 
onship at the district, regional and state levels 
while setting a school record of 6-8. 

Nuckols, an in-state product from 
Huntsville High School, won the 2002 
Alabama state championship in cross country, 
and state championships during the 2003 in- 
door and outdoor track seasons. 

Joining the women’s team are Jill Bryant of 
Scottsboro; Meg Carnes of Dalton, Georgia; 
Kendall Clifford of Stuart, Florida; Tara 
Enebak of Auburn; Elizabeth Wancowicz of 
Mobile; and Rachel Wilson of Savannah, 
Georgia. 

Bryant is the 2003 Alabama State 5A High 
School Champion in the 800 meter and 1600 
meter runs and runner-up in the 3200 meter. 
She holds the state 5A record in the mile and 
she has earned Scoutsboro’s Golden Spike 
Award the last four seasons. 

Carnes, who ran at Northwest Whitfield 
High School, was named Dalton “Runner of 
the Year” as a junior and she set a school 
record in the mile as a senior. She also played 
basketball and softball in high school. Carnes 
started cross country as a junior and finished 
fourth in the state. 

Clifford was a three-time track and field 
MVP at Martin County High School. The 
Stuart, Fla, native is a hurdler and long 
jumper. She holds the school record in the 
100 meter, 300 meter, and long jump. She 
also played soccer, leading her squad to the 
region semi-finals. 

Enebak won four 6A state titles, including 
the cross country and 3200-meter run cham- 
pionships as a senior at Auburn High School. 
As a junior she won the 3200 and 1600 state 
titles. She is a member of the National Honor 
Society, the English and Spanish Honor 
Societies and the editor of the school paper. 

Wancowicz holds the Alabama 6-A record 
in the 800-meter and 1600-meter runs, A 
four-time state champion with three 800 
meter and one 1600 meter titles, Wancowicz 
also earned three all-state honors in cross 
country, She attended McGill-Toolen High 
School. A member of the National Honor 
Society, Wancowiez is the editor of the school 
year book, 

Wilson was a multi-event athlete at Groves 
High School. She was ranked number one in 
Georgia in the 100-meter and 300-meter hur- 
dles and is also a standout in the 100- and 
200-meter dashes. 
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SCORECARD 


Basketball Trip 

Mark Goittfried’s Alabama men’s basketball 
team will get a jump start on the 2003-04 
basketball season as the Tide takes advantage 
of the opportunity to play some summer bas- 
ketball at Nassau in the Bahamas. Ten of the 
15 men expected to be on the roster were to 
be able to practice for 10 days beginning July 
28, then play five games in Nassau's Sir 
Kendall Isaac’s Gym beginning August 10. 

Returning players Evan Brock, Chuck 
Davis, Antoine Pettway, Reggie Rambo, 
Jason Reese, Earnest Shelton, Demetrius 
Smith, Emmett Thomas, Lucky Williams, 
and Kennedy Winston will make up the 
Crimson Tide’s squad on the tour. By NCAA 
rules, Alabama's five newcomers to the team, 
freshmen Jamareo Davidson, Akini Adkins, 
Shawn Taylor, and walk-ons Justin Jonus and 
LaKory Daniels, may not practice and will 
not be permitted to take part in the tourna- 
ment or travel with the team to Nassau. 

Alabama opens play on Sunday, August LO 
against the Bahamas National Team. That 
game is preceded by the NIT All-Stars play- 
ing the Bahamas Junior National Team. 
Alabama plays the Bahamas Junior National 
Team on Monday, August 11. On Wednesday, 
August 13 Alabama plays a club team from 
the Bahamas. It plays the Bahamas Junior 
National Team again on Friday, August 15, 
and ends the tour on Saturday, August 16, 
against the Bahamas National Team. 

“We've got a lot of questions as we go into 
this season,” said Gottfried, who faces the 
upcoming season with the task of replacing 
four starters, including 2002 Southeastern 
Conference Player of the Year Erwin Dudley. 
"We've got some inexperienced guys who 
need to step up and play, play a lot and play 
well, I feel like this tour will be really benefi- 
cial for us, having ten practice days and get- 
ling some game competition. We're obvious- 
ly going to be tremendously inexperienced, 
so hopefully it will help us a little bit come 
November and December. Maybe we'll be a 
little bit more ready for the earlier games.” 


No Mo’ Mo 

Maurice “Mo” Williams became the 36th 
Alabama men’s basketball player to be draft- 
ed into the NBA when he went in the second 
round to the Utah Jazz, the 47th overall pick. 

The 6-1 point guard from Jackson, 
Mississippi, elected to leave school alter his 
sophomore season, Williams, a 2001 Mc- 
Donald's All-America out of Jackson’s 
Murrah High School, was selected the 
Sporting News National Freshman of the 
Year and the 2002 Southeastern Conference 
Freshman of the Year. His first season at 
Alabama found him starting in all 35 games 
and averaging 10.4 points, 3.9 rebounds and 
4.5 assists per game. His play, which includ- 
ed scoring 33 points in Alabama's NCAA first 
round game against Florida Atlantic, helped 
lead the Crimson Tide to the 2002 SEC regu- 
lar season championship and the league's 
tournament final. 
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Williams led Alabama in scoring in 2003, 
his sophomore season. He averaged 16.4 
points and started all 29 games, averaging 
35,8 minutes per game on the floor. His play 
included 3.8 rebounds and 3.3 assists per 
game. He was voted third team All-SEC in 
both 2002 and 2003, His best scoring num- 
bers for the season included scoring 26 
points in the 2003 NCAA tournament 
against Indiana. Williams scored 20 or more 
points in nine games this past season, in- 
cluding 25 in the season opener against 
Oklahoma and 27 against LSU. He led the 
SEC in [ree throw percentage, making 98 of 
117 for 83.8 per cent. 

Past Alabama players with the Utah Jazz 
include David Benoit who signed as a free 
agent in 199] and played the 1991-92 season 
through the 1995-96 season and again in 
2000-2001; and Jim Farmer, a first round 
pick by the Dallas Mavericks in 1987, who 
played for the Jazz in 1989. 

Although a second round selection in the 
NBA dralt is not guaranteed a spot on the 
roster, most believe Williams will make the 
team. 

Erwin Dudley, who had been the SEC 
Player of the Year as a junior in 2002, was 
not drafted. 


No Thanks 

Alabama sophomore basketball player 
Kennedy Winston was recognized for his 
ability when he was selected for the final tri- 
als of the USA Junior World Championship 
team, The 6-7 forward was among 16 final- 
ists for the team after making it through two 
cuts. But he decided to pass on the final try- 
out for the 12-man squad. He said he felt it 
was more important for him to spend the 
summer working out and playing with his 
Crimson Tide teammates. It would have 
been a nearly four-week commitment to have 
made the USA team, 

Winston said it was a difficult decision. “1 
have a great respect for the USA team, and 1 
know that would be a great experience for 
me,” said Winston, who averaged 11.1 points 
and 4.7 rebounds in his first season with 
Alabama and was voted to the 2003 South- 
eastern Conference All-Freshman team by 
the league’s coaches. “But my first priority is 
with my teammates at Alabama. We lost a lot 
of players to graduation. We've lost a lot of 
experience, so we are going to need to step 
up, We need to work together as much as we 
can to get ready for our season.” 


All-America 

Alabama senior right fielder Beau Hearod 
was a first-team All-America selection by The 
National Collegiate Baseball Writers 
Association, 

In 62 games Hearod batted 346 (80-for- 
231) with an SEC-leading 20 home runs and 
82 RBI for the Crimson Tide. In addition, the 
Jennings, Louisiana, native added 64 runs, 
18 doubles, four triples and eight stolen 
bases. He led the Crimson Tide in runs 
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scored (64), triples (4). home runs (20), RBI 
(82) and slugging percentage (.719). 

The 82 RBI tied Andy Phillips (1999) and 
Doug Duke (1986) for the third-highest total 
in school history. Hearod is one of only five 
UA players with 80 or more RBI in a single 
season. 

His home run total makes him just the 
12th player in school history to hit 20 home 
runs in a season and the first since Aaron 
Clark hit 20 home runs in 2001. 

A 2003 first-team All-SEC selection, 
Hearod was drafted in the 10th round by the 
Houston Astros in the Major League Baseball 
draft and was assigned to the New York-Penn 
League. 

In addition, Hearod was named to the 
2003 Verizion Academic All-America Base- 
ball Team for the second consecutive year. 
The senior was a second-team selection after 
compiling a 3.62 GPA in Finance. Hearod 
was a third-team selection as a junior in 
2002. 

Hearod was also named the District Ill 
Player of the Year by the Baseball Writers. It 
was the second consecutive year and the 
third time since 1999 a Crimson Tide player 
as been honored by the baseball writers. 

Jeremy Brown, a 2002 first-round draft se- 
lection by the Oakland Athletics and 2002 
Johnny Bench award winner, was named 
District HI Player of the Year last year. Andy 
Phillips, the school’s all-time home run lead- 
er, won the inaugural District II] Player of 
the Year award in 1999 and was one of the 
three finalists for the prestigious Dick 
Howser Trophy, which is presented to the 
Player of the Year. 

Southern University’s Rickie Weeks was 
named the winner of the 2003 Dick Howser 
Trophy. 

District Ill includes players from Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, and Flor- 
ida. 


Strength Coaches Honored 

Ben Pollard and Terry Jones, Alabama 
strength and conditioning coaches, were 
honored as Master Strength and Condition- 
ing Coach awards during the Collegiate 
Strength and Conditioning Coaches 
Association conference in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, this summer. 

Being named a Master is the highest honor 
that can be achieved as a strength and condi- 
tioning coach. The selection recognizes pro- 
fessionalism, knowledge, experience and ex- 
pertise in the field. 

There are only 36 Master coaches in the 
world. 


Softball Honors 

Junior Jackie McClain and senior Lacy 
Prejean were named Easton All-Americas 
and Alabama's softball team, which finished 
seventh in the nation, was named as a 2003 
Easton School of the Year. McClain made her 
third appearance on the honor squad, a sec- 
ond team selection, while Prejean, named to 
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the third team, was honored for the first 
time. It was the second time Alabama has 
been named a School of the Year. 

McClain and Prejean push the number of 
Easton All-Americans for the program to 15, 
with eight different players having earned 
the honor. 

McClain, Prejean and sophomore Ashley 
Courtney were all named first team All-SEC, 
while freshman Stephanie VanBrakle was 
named second team All-SEC and SEC 
Freshman of the Year. 

Prejean is a four-time All-SEC performer; 
however this is the first time she was named 
first team. McClain is a three-time first team 
performer while Courtney is making her first 
appearance despite a .402 batting average 
and 23 RBI as a freshman in 2002. 

Since the inception of the award in 2000, 
an Alabama player has been named Fresh- 
man of the Year three of the four years. 
Prejean won it in 2000, McClain in 2001 and 
now VanBrakle in 2003. Courtney had the 
numbers as a freshman in 2002 but did not 
receive the award. 

Including this year's All-SEC selections, 
Alabama has had 15 different players receive 
31 All-SEC honors. Prejean joins former Tide 
All-Americas Kelly Kretschman and Shelley 
Laird as the only four-time All-SEC perform- 
ers from the Alabama softball program. 

And it wasn’t all about players in Alabama 
softball this year. The National Fastpitch 
Coaches’ Association (NFCA) selected 
Alabama Head Coach Patrick Murphy and 
his assistants, Alyson Habetz and Vann 
Stuedeman, have been named the NFCA 
South Region Coaching Staff of the Year. 

Murphy led the Tide to a Top 25 ranking in 
a season that culminated in Alabama's sec- 
ond trip to the Women’s College World 
Series in four years. The honor is the second 
for Murphy’s staff, which was also selected 
the South Region Coaching Staff of the Year 
at the conclusion of the 2000 season. 


Coach Of The Year 

Alabama Women’s Tennis Coach, Jenny 
Mainz, was named the Wilson/ITA Coach of 
the Year for the South Region. Mainz led 
Alabama to its third straight NCAA Tourna- 
ment appearance in 2003. Under Mainz, the 
Crimson Tide went 18-8 on the year and ad- 
vanced to the round of 32 in the NCAA 
Tournament for the third consecutive season. 

Bama also won the SEC Western Division 
title going 6-5 in the SEC and 5-0 against 
SEC West opponents. All eight of Alabama's 
losses came to teams ranked in the nation's 
top 15. 


Soccer Assistant Named 

Alabama Soccer Coach Don Staley has an- 
nounced the hiring of Teresa Patterson as an 
assistant coach. Patterson spent the past five 
seasons as the head coach at Marshall 
University where she began the soccer pro- 
gram in 1997. Prior to the 1999 season, 
Patterson was selected to coach the South 
Select Team at the United States Amateur 
Soccer Association in Portland, Oregon. 
Patterson proved her coaching ability by 
leading the South Team, comprised of then 
current and former collegiate players, to the 
gold medal. 
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Looking For A Speaker? 


*BAMA Editor Kirk McNair is a frequent 
speaker at meetings of Alabama alumni, 
Red Elephant gatherings, Quarterback and 
Touchdown clubs, etc. 

If your group is looking for a speaker on 
Alabama football, contact Vera Dowdle at 
‘BAMA Magazine, (205) 345-5074 for de- 
tails. Alumni groups wishing to have 
McNair as a speaker should contact Melody 
Nix, manager of chapter devolopment in 
the National Alumni Association office, at 
(205) 348-1550. 


Prior to her arrival at Marshall, Patterson 
spent two years as an assistant coach at UAB 
and one year as head coach at Wesleyan 
College in Macon, Georgia. An All-Trans 
American Conference goalkeeper at Mercer 
College, Patterson was a four-year starter and 
closed out her career ranked as one of the 
top ten goalkeepers in Division | during the 
1993 season. 


Good Workers 

Austin Hynson, an Alabama golfer, and 
Crimson Tide soccer player Lauren Imwalle, 
were named to the 2003 Southeastern 
Conference At-Large Sports Good Works 
Team. The At-Large Good Works Team repre- 
sents 17 SEC-sponsored sports as well as 
men's soccer (South Carolina only) and 
lacrosse (Vanderbilt only). The awards team 
highlights athletes who not only star in the 
playing arena but who give back to their 
community by volunteering time and service. 


Hynson, a Mobile native whose play this 
season helped Alabama advance to the 2003 
NCAA Men's Golf East Regional, is a two- 
time Academic All-SEC award winner. The 
public relations major has written features 
for the Alabama Football Game Day program 
as well as the Alabama men's golf media 
guide. As a member of the University of 
Alabama's Student Athlete Advisory Board, 
he has taken active roles in Project Angel 
Tree raising money and gifts at Christmas for 
kids who have an incarcerated parent, the 
annual Halloween party for kids in the com- 
munity to come to the Athletic complex to 
trick or treat and play games in a safe envi- 
ronment, helped expose school children to 
art in a project at the Bryant Museum, and 
volunteered his free time to helping spruce 
up a Tuscaloosa school, among other activi- 
ties in the community. 

A starter on Alabama's soccer team, 
Imwalle has been active in the Tuscaloosa 
community as well. She's volunteered her 
time with children from the Tuscaloosa 
YMCA, helping host soccer clinics. She's a 
regular volunteer at Arcadia Elementary 
School where she's helped the school run its 
annual "Spring Fling," has even helped out 
at PTA meetings, and spends time with the 
kids. She's also gone out to other schools and 
met and spoken with kids, telling them the 
importance of making positive choices. She 
also works with Project Angel Tree and even 
spent a few hours wrapping holiday gifts for 
busy shoppers to help raise money. Imwalle 
is from Cincinnati. 


Need That 
Hard-To-Find Ticket 


For A Sporting Event? 


ALABAMA FOOTBALL ® BASKETBALL TICKETS 
©& ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS 


NEED ONE TICKET 


JOHN ED BELVIN 
JERRY ALDRIDGE 


LICENSED TICKET BROKERS 


2123 NINTH ST, SUITE 207 
TuscALoosa, AL 35401 
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(205) 758-1199 


24-Hour ANSWERING SERVICE 
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Rates so low they'll 
leave you smiling... 


And hometown, 
friendly service that 
will help you stop 
spending all your 
money on bills! 

If you're a homeowner, we 
can help you pay off all your 


bills and give you one, lower 
payment. 


All it takes is a phone call to 
get started. 


Look how low your payments could be at 3.50%: 


Loan amount Loan amount Loan amount 
$80,000 $100,000 $120,000 
Monthly pymt. Monthly pymt. Monthly pymt. 
$359.24* $449.04* $538.85* 


*3.998 APR, 1 yr. ARM, 2/6 caps + TBill, 2.75 margin. Subject to credit. Rates as of 05/08/03. Rates subject to change. Fixed rates as low as 5.75% 


Programs available for « Less than perfect credit ¢ Self - 
employed/unable to verify income * Doublewide homes with 
land (no singlewides please) * Purchasing your dream home (no 
mobile homes,please) ¢ Refinance to a lower rate 


e Fast approvals « Local Closings ° Cash to you in just days! 


Homeowners: call toll-free anytime, 24 hours a day, seven days a week: 


The Mortgage Outlet, Inc. 1-888-263-6557 


= e Visit us at www.moneyoutlet.com ¢ 
FM werent 15 State Residential Mortgage Lender * 7501 S. Memorial Pkwy., Ste. 208, Huntsville, AL 


Alabama Spirit and support the Tide! 


A handsomely arranged, numbered set with 
13 Gameday pins, Script “A”, Beat Auburn!, and a 
Limited Edition Pin in a 10” x 12” hinged solid cherry case. 


All images of pins do not reflect actual size of pins. Pin University products are produced by Collegiate Trading Company and are officially endorsed and licensed by The University of Alabama. 


Pin U® Spirit Pins are 


an excellent way to display the 


Beat 


Aty kat : pins are “7 : -1y Gesigned ror ie | 


BEAT 


SE AUBURN. 


2003 Limited Edition Set 


Purchase your = } 3 ie a, | 
Pin U® Spirit Pins © eLerle na s- ZL 
by calling toll free: ad v 4 


or visit us on the Web at www. 
Pin U” Products are also available at your favorite Alabama Retailer! 
Alabama Bookstore, Bama Fever, University Supply Store, University Collectibles 


Mm); Fes 


With Cub Cadet Model 2166 lawn tractors, you really do get it all. 
These hard workers have exclusive steel direct drive shafts for greater 


performance and durability. Plus, don’t miss these special savings, 


and discover how premium tractors are supposed to be built. 


- Premium 16 HP Kohler OHV engine 
- Steel direct drive shaft 


- AutoHydro™ transmission 


Alexandria 
Valley Farm Tractor 
ZO8HN91N1 
Andalusia 
G&SLawnand 
Tractor 
251-222-0933 


Ashville 
Fouts Tractor Co 
206-694-7000 


Atmore 
Escambia Lawn & 
Rental 
251-368-1580 


Bessemer 
Susan's Outdoor 
Power 
205-428-0460 


Brownsboro 
Maynard Equipment 
256-776-9435 
Centre 
Coosa Valley Equip. 
26927-3314 


Centre 
The Tractor Place 
256-927-7550 
Columbiana 
Estate Garden & 
Rental 
205-669-6574 


Cottondale 
Action Turf Services 
205-586-8899 
Cullman 
Farley Tractor 
Company, Inc. 
256-730-9004 


Cub Cadet-\ 


Engineered for people who know better.” 


- Fully welded steel frame 
+ 42” QuickAttach™ deck 


Cullman 
Hare Tractor 
256-734-8583 


Demopolis 
Ward Appliance 
334-289-0488 


Florence 
Oakley 
Equipmert 
256-764-9899 
Hamilton 
Goodson 
Feed Company 
206-921-4493 


Henagar Sardis City Talladega Wartior 
Bowman-Weaver Farmtown Talladega Roger's True Value 
Equipmert 256-593-7182 Intemational 206-647-6921 
256-657-3256 Scottsboro 26626113 Winfield 
Killen Maynard Tallassee Spann Hardware 
Neal's Tire & Equipment Holt Auto Sales & 206-487-2103 
lance 256-259-3329 Equipment 
256-757-5121 Selma 334-283-6507 
Madison Overlook Motors Tanner 
Lawn Mower Plus 33872-2132 McCutcheon Tractor 
256-895-0779 Snead 256-232.9115 
Moulton Snead Tuscumbia 
Moulton Implement Equipment Tri-County Int'l 
256-974-5021 206-487-2103 256-383-5601 


SAVE $800 


0/9 FINANCING 


UNTIL APRIL 2004" 


* Some os Cosh untl April 2004 —Promotion available to quolfied buyers using the Power Credit Cord. No intesest will be due prior to Apri 1, 2004, as indicated on your periodic statement. A minimum financed purchase of $799 is required. Minimum payments ore 
required. Finonce Charges (ond credit insurance premiums, # opplicable) will occrue on these purchases, but if the purchase price is poid in full prior to the Apri 1, 2004, expiration date, the deferred Finance Charges will be waived ond not added to your account. Effective 


1/13/03, th 


* Product Price: Actual retail prices ore set by decler and may vory. Taxes, freight, setup ond handling chorges may be additional ond may vary. Models 


2 votioble APR for purchases is 17.99% (17.99% minimum) 
lect to chonge. See dealer for detoils. Specifications subj 


Minium Finonce Chorge $.50. Credit provided by Mill Creek Bank. Financing ps 
lect to chonge. Power Credit Cords ore onby accepted ot participating independent retail locati 


yomotions ore for resi 


jown subject to limited cvoilobility 


fal customers only. Financing promotions available through 8/31/03. Financing 


Alabama 1925 _ Front row: Rosznfeld, W nslett, Gillis, Jones, Bames, Enis, T. Brown. 
Record: 11-0-0 Second row: McDonald, Morrision, Perry, Pickhard, Buckler, Hudson, Bowdoin. 
Coach: Wallace Wade = Thrd row: Hutert, Vines, M. Brown, Payne, Pepper, Holmes, Camp, Caldwell, Dismukes. 


A proud heritage unequaled in all of college football began in Tuscaloosa in 1925. Today you can 
share in the glory with this authentic miniature collectible celebrating each of the twelve championships. 


Schutt is the helmet of choice for the SEC. Show your Tide Pride and get your exclusive 
Schutt championship collectible mini helmet at n2n.biz or footballfanatics.com. 


SCHUTT SPORTS e- Gear That Makes The Game” 


1-866-4SCHUTT www.schuttsports.com 


